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Birstall Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting 
Held in the Village Hall, Birstall Road, Birstall on Monday 10 April 2017 

 
Present:  Councillors A Marshall (Chair), T Abbey, S Alcock, M Allen, P Barnsby, R Dickinson, U Javaid, E Marshall, S 
Rattray, R Rollings and B Thorpe.   
 

In attendance:  Mrs S Coulson (Clerk) and three members of the public. 

10131 Recording and Filming of Meetings – The Chair to request notification from all in attendance of their 
intention to record this meeting:  None. 
 

10132 To Receive, Consider and Accept Apologies for Absence: Councillors T Fowler, C Geschke, L Harrison, J 
Howe and J Jenkins.   
 
RESOLVED: to accept apologies received. 
 

 Co-option of a Councillor for the Riverside Ward: 
 
The Chairman introduced the applicant to Councillors and invited him to speak in support of his application, 
and Councillors were invited to ask questions of the applicant 
 
Following a vote the applicant was not co-opted onto the Council.   
 

10133 Disclosure of Pecuniary and/or Personal Interests / Requests for Dispensations/Notification of Changes to 
Register of Members Interests: None. 
 

10134 Public Participation:  Borough Councillor Renata Jones delivered a report to Councillors. 
 

10135 To receive a beat report from a representative of the Police: 
 
No officers were available to attend the meeting.   
 
Crime update 
 
We have seen a slight fall in recorded crime in March with a total of 37 crimes being reported, many of which 
were again thefts from vehicles with another 13 being reported during the month. In the early hours of the 7th 
March a male was arrested after being seen breaking into a vehicle on Roman Road. He was later charged 
with 2 offences, however despite this the thefts have continued with several more being reported since this 
date. CCTV footage from one of these later incidents shows a group of males walking along the street & 
trying car door handles as if looking for insecure vehicles, so the message remains to ensure your car is 
locked and secure at all times as this still appears to be the main way that the offenders are getting in. 
There have been 5 house burglaries this month, which is slightly down from last month and 1 robbery, where 
a male had his bike stolen from him whilst going through Watermead Park. This was recovered nearby a 
short time later, however unfortunately no suspects have been identified in relation to this incident. The vast 
majority of other crimes this month have been damage offences (5 in total) and shop thefts / drive-offs from 
the petrol station (9 in total).  For further crime information please visit: www.police.uk/leicestershire/NL60/  
 
Crime Prevention Advice  
 
From the 1st April 2017 a Home Office change will have an impact on the way that the Police record 
burglaries, as any structure broken into that is in the grounds of a residential address (e.g. garages, sheds & 
summerhouses) will be classified as a ‘residential burglary’. As such, & with the summer approaching this 
would appear to be a good time to remind residents to review the security of such outbuildings: 
 
1. Consider fitting an alarm to your shed or summerhouse and fit it a good quality locking mechanism to 

the door, ensuring that any screws used cannot be accessed, as otherwise these can be easily removed 

allowing entry to be gained. 

2. If you keep expensive tools in your shed or garage, consider storing these in a locked toolbox so they 

cannot be used by a thief to try & break into your house. Also, consider locking cycles together when 

stored in a shed so that cannot be easily stolen or used as a means of escape. 

Neighbourhood update 
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The beat team have been out conducting some speed checks this month on Wanlip Lane and Birstall Road. 
In just under 2 hours we had a total of 403 vehicles through the 2 sites with 5 drivers being stopped and 
spoken to for travelling above 35mph and 1 reported for going over 40mph. We will continue to do these 
checks as and when we can and will report the results in future newsletters. 
 

10136 To sign as an accurate, record the minutes of the meetings held on 13 March 2017: 
 
It was proposed by Cllr R Dickinson, seconded by Cllr M Allen and  
 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meetings held on 13 March 2017 be signed as a correct record.  
 

10137 To receive the minutes of Committee meetings held since the last Council meeting and to consider any 
recommendations: 

 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes be received. 

Planning Committee 27.2.17 No recommendations 

Estates & Recreation Committee 27.2.17 No recommendations 

Management & Policy Committee 6.3.17 No recommendations 

10138 Finance and Accounts: 
 
(a) To receive and approve invoiced expenditure as at 31 March 2017: 
 
It was proposed by Cllr T Abbey, seconded by Cllr B Thorpe and 
 
RESOLVED:  that the schedule of payments attached to these minutes be approved. 
 
(b)  To receive a Financial Monthly overview as at 31 March 2017: 
 
RESOLVED:  that the Financial Monthly overview be received. 
 
(c)  To receive a Financial Budget Comparison as at 31 March 2017: 
 
RESOLVED:  that the Financial Budget Comparison be received. 
 
(d)  To authorise the annual subscription to LRALC (£409.39) and NALC (£702.28): 
 
It was proposed by Cllr M Allen, seconded by Cllr U Javaid and  
 
RESOLVED:  to approve and authorise the expenditure of £1,111.67. 
 

10139 Audit Requirements: 
 
a) To receive and approve Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2016/17: 
 
The Chair explained that this was a requirement of the External Audit that Section 1 is approved and signed 
before receiving and accepting the Annual Return. 
 
The Clerk mentioned that the Internal Auditor was due in the next day to complete Section 4 of the Annual 
Return, which will then be brought back to the Council in May for approval. 
 
The Chair reported that a successful year end had been completed by the Clerk and offered her thanks to 
the office staff for their hard work throughout the year which greatly contributed to trouble free year end 
process.  
 
It was proposed by Cllr R Rollings, seconded by Cllr U Javaid and  
 
RESOLVED:  to approve Section 1 of the Annual Governance Statement and for the Chair and Clerk to sign 
the document. 
 

10140 Annual Report: 
a) To receive and, if thought fit, to adopt, the Annual Report of the Parish Council: 
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The document was reviewed by Councillors. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr E Marshall, seconded by Cllr U Javaid and  
 
RESOLVED:  to adopt the Annual Report of the Parish Council. 
 
b) To consider and authorise the costs for printing and publicising the Annual Report: 
 
The Chair reported that the Clerk had sourced costs and circulation numbers for including the Annual Report 
from, the Birstall Post - £913 – circulation of 5400 and the Your Local - £743 – circulation of 5500. 
 
The Chair thought it a good idea this year to include the report in both publications as the Council is keen for 
the community to receivet this information.  The success or otherwise of this to be reviewed next year. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr U Javaid, seconded by Cllr R Dickinson and 
 
RESOLVED:  to publish the Annual Report in both publications at a total cost of £1,656. 
 

10141 Grant Aid Applications: 
 
a) Big Birstall Yard Sale - £550: 
 
Cllr B Thorpe mentioned that this annual event brought the community together. 
 
Cllr R Rollings stated that it seemed that the Parish Council were covering all costs as opposed to previous 
years, where it had been for a particular item. 
 
The Clerk reported that they had requested and received £286 in the previous year. 
 
Cllr U Javaid asked if a report could be requested to show a breakdown of the income, expenditure and how 
much was paid out and to which beneficiaries. 
 
Cllr R Rollings suggested that a reduced amount of £350 be given to cover some of the items on the list with 
the application. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr R Rollings, seconded by Cllr R Dickinson and  
 
RESOLVED:  to authorise £350 grant aid and for the Clerk to arrange for the cheque and letter to be sent. 
 
b) Birstall Utd Juniors Football Club - £2,000: 
 
Cllr Rollings thought the application could have been more informative. 
 
Cllr A Marshall agreed, she mentioned that they were applying for a large amount to the Football Foundation 
and thought more information would have been readily available to have included it with this application.   
 
A discussion was held. 
 
RESOLVED:  for the Clerk to write to the applicant requesting more information and costs on the project and 
a progress report on the application to the Football Foundation and for the Clerk to bring this information 
back to a Council meeting for further consideration. 
 

10142 To receive and consider a DRAFT response to Charnwood Borough Council’s Community Governance 
Review: 
 
The Chair mentioned that the DRAFT copy was in Councillors agenda packs and asked if there was 
anything else that needed to be added to the document before it was submitted to Charnwood Borough 
Council. 
 
A discussion was held. 
 
Cllr R Rollings suggested an addition to strengthen the importance of natural communities by emphasising 
the barrier of the A46 road. 
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Councillors approved the content of the DRAFT, with the suggested addition and authorised the Clerk to 
submit this on their behalf to Charnwood Borough Council. 

10143 Hallam Fields Community Hall: 
 
The Chair informed Councillors that the Design Statement and Planning Application had now been approved 
by the Palmer-Tomkinson Trust, which was one of the stipulations in the s.106 agreement. Whilst this has 
taken some time to complete, the Parish Council have benefitted from the Palmer-Tomkinson Trusts 
assistance in pursuing the Clerk’s understanding that the £350,000 in the agreement should have been 
index linked.  The outcome is that they have managed to negotiate and agree a Deed of Variation to the 
s.106 securing an extra £150,000 of indexation and giving the project a total of £500,000 to build plus 
£25,000 for maintenance and start-up costs. 
 
On 13 March 2017, the Clerk instructed the Council’s architect for the project to submit the Planning 
Application to Charnwood Borough Council on the Council’s behalf.  The fees for submitting the application 
will be paid once a Planning Technician advises of the costs, it is estimated that this will cost £577.50 which 
includes a 50% discount for Parish Councils. 
 
The Clerk is in the process of organising the next meeting of the Working Party to progress the 
development.   
 

10144 To receive the Council’s Complaint Register and a claim for £50 compensation: 
 
The complaints Register Sheet was discussed and Councillors appraised of the outcomes. 
 
The claim for compensation for damage to a jacket was explained and the Council asked to approve the £50 
payment. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr M Allen, seconded by Cllr U Javaid and  
 
RESOLVED:  To pay in full and final settlement of the claim for £50 compensation. 
 

10145 To receive a further request for a key from Birstall United Juniors Football Club: 
 
A written request had been submitted for a key to the access track off Meadow Lane to enable their 
groundsman to enter to mow the bottom field that they lease from the Parish Council. 
 
Cllr R Rollings suggested that if it was decided to proceed that it should be subject to certain conditions. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr B Thorpe, seconded by Cllr R Rollings and  
 
RESOLVED: to provide a key to their groundsman and for the Clerk to put in writing conditions of use of the 
key. 
 

10146 Watermead Regeneration Corridor Member Advisory Group – To consider nominating a Parish 
representative: 
 
The Chair explained that a number of Parish Councillors had attended meetings relating to this in previous 
years and questioned whether there was a need for a Parish representative. 
 
Cllr R Rollings nominated himself for the initial meeting and would report back to the Council. 
 
Cllr T Abbey offered to consider any further attendance after the initial meeting if it was thought necessary 
after receiving the report from Cllr R Rollings. 
 
Cllr R Dickinson offered to do the same. 
 
RESOLVED: for Cllr R Rollings to attend the initial meeting and to report back to the Council, to then 
consider further representation from Cllr T Abbey and Cllr R Dickinson. 
 

10147 To receive an updated outstanding Resolutions sheet: 
 
RESOLVED:  that the updated Outstanding Resolutions list be received. 
 

10148 Reports from Councillors attending meetings of outside bodies:   
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The Chair appraised Councillors of her recent attendance at the Community Stakeholder meeting at the 
Cedars Academy. 
 

10149 Chairman’s announcements: 
 
The Chair reminded Councillors of the Annual Parish Meeting at 6pm on Wednesday, 12 April 2017 and that 
she looked forward to seeing them all there. 
 
The Chair informed Councillors that the Youth Café were working with a Leicester College student who was 
volunteering at the Youth Café as part of her qualification.  A College assessor had recently attended the 
Youth Café and not only was she impressed with the student’s capabilities but also with the facilities at the 
Youth Café.  She has requested to be able to send other learners from the College to gain the same 
experience. 
 
The Chair was able to confirm that the Leicestershire County Council’s consultation on Draft Highway Asset 
Management Policy and Strategy was submitted by the Clerk on 14 March 2017, which was within the 
deadline date of 26 March 2017. 
 
The Chair appraised Councillors of a thank you from a family who were pleased with the service received in 
planting a replacement memorial tree in the Cemetery. 
 
The Chair informed Councillors that the Office would be closed on Good Friday and Easter Monday and 
wished Councillors a Happy Easter. 
 

10150 Date of next meeting:  Annual Parish Council Meeting - Monday, 15 May 2017 at 7:00pm 
                                     

 The meeting closed at 8:30pm. 
 
 

____________________ Chairman 
 

 ____________________ Date 


