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Parish of Birstall 
 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 
Held in the Village Hall, Birstall Road, Birstall on Monday 12 April 2017. 

 
Present:  Councillor A Marshall (Chair), Mrs S Coulson (Clerk) and 20 members of the public. 

 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 18 April 2016: The meeting approved the minutes as a correct 
record. 
 
To receive the following reports: 
 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained that the purpose of this meeting is for the Parish 
Council to inform the electorate of Birstall of what they have been doing throughout the year and it is an 
opportunity for residents to bring any concerns and questions they may have to the attention of the Parish Council. 
 
a) The Annual Report of Birstall Parish Council – Councillor Ann Marshall, Chair of Birstall Parish Council 
 
Cllr A Marshall mentioned that a new format of the Annual Report was brought in three years ago, and that the 

Chair and Clerk had worked together to design a new and more informative report.  She mentioned that a copy of 

the report was on display in the hall and copies had been made available for this meeting for anyone to take away 

with them.  She reported that the Council had resolved to distribute this as widely as they could to ensure that all 

residents received a copy.  The report would appear in the Birstall Post and Your Local magazine as an insert in 

their May editions. 

 

Cllr A Marshall mentioned that in the Annual Report the Parish Council has listed their main achievements for the 

past 12 months and that it also provided a helpful information matrix on the back page identifying the specific 

responsibilities of the Parish, Borough and County Council’s, together with contact telephone numbers for each 

authority.   

 

Cllr A Marshall mentioned that the end of the financial year gives the Parish Council the opportunity to reflect on 

their activities and achievements in 2016/17 and to look forward to new challenges in 2017/18. 

 

The Parish Council is always looking for new ways to communicate with the residents of Birstall and works in 

partnership with a number of organisations, for example: 

 

 Birstall & Wanlip Neighbourhood Watch 

 Leicestershire Constabulary 

 Charnwood Borough Council 

 Leicestershire County Council 

 Age UK Ltd 

 Youth Café  

 
Cllr A Marshall mentioned that she particularly wished to highlight three outstanding achievements for the Council 
in 2016/17: 
 

1. Meadow Lane Ditch Fencing – this had been a long ongoing debate to try and resolve a health & safety 
concern.  Meadow Lane is an unadopted road and no one authority wished, or felt they could take 
responsibility for installing a fence.  The Clerk sourced a quote for a substantial fence to be installed and 
then approached Charnwood Borough Council and Leicestershire County Council to see if they would 
each fund one third of the project.  The Parish Council were delighted when the two authorities agreed to 
this.  It enabled the Parish Council to authorise the works and to make the area safe for all users of 
Meadow Lane. 
 

2. Hallam Fields Community Hall – it was always felt that the £350,000 in the s.106 agreement should have 
been index linked and with the help of the Palmer-Tomkinson Trust, negotiations were held with all 
interested parties and index linking was secured, this meant that an extra £150,000 could be added to the 
final figure for the building of the Community Hall. 
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3. Employment of an Enforcement Officer – the Parish Council, over a number of years, have had to deal 
with issues of dog fouling and some dog attacks on their playing fields and in the Cemetery.  Byelaws 
have always been in place relating to these issues, but we have never had the ability to enforce the rules 
until now.  The Parish Council worked closely with Charnwood Borough Council whilst the new Public 
Spaces Protection Order was being drawn up and consulted upon, as they wished to make Council owned 
spaces safe for all users.  
 
The Parish Council had a vacant post within the Estates Team and chose to combine the groundsman 
role with an enforcement role.  To date the Enforcement Officer has issued 21 Fixed Penalty Notices. 

 
As Chair of the Parish Council my role is to Chair meetings, and attend external events in my official capacity.  
One of which I particularly enjoyed was to be invited to attend the St James Church celebration for the Queen’s 
90th Birthday.  The Parish Council donated the cake and I was pleased to be able to cut the cake with one of our 
residents who shared her 90th birthday with the Queen.  I am always honoured to lay the wreath on 
Remembrance Sunday on behalf of the Parish Council, in memory of those who lost their lives in World Wars. 
 
The Parish Council arranged and hosted three events last year, the Annual Gala when unfortunately, the weather 
was not kind to us.  However, we were honoured to have the Mayor & Mayoress of Charnwood Borough Council 
attend the Proms in the Park Event along with a number of their VIP guests from Europe.  We held the Civic 
Service at Birstall Methodist Church and were able to welcome their new Minister to the village, Rev Paula Hunt.   
 
We were delighted that the Christmas event was so well attended after the harrowing experience of the previous 
year.  Santa worked overtime and gave out over 500 gifts to children who visited him.  Thanks go to Stephen and 
Sharon March and others from St James Church who sang carols on the stage throughout the whole event and 
stayed behind to help clear away. 
 
Cllr A Marshall then listed some projects already planned for 2017/18: 
 

 Refurbish the public toilets on School Lane Playing Fields car park 

 To refurbish the kitchenette in the Village Hall and office toilets 

 To re-decorate the Village Hall 

 To create a new area to the entrance of the Cemetery replacing the Rose Gardens 

 To purchase a new pedestrian mower for the Estates Team 

 To continue to progress the building of the Community Hall on Hallam Fields 
 
Cllr A Marshall then handed over to PC Dave Jaeckels. 
 
b)  Leicestershire Constabulary – Local Beat Team – PC Dave Jaeckels 
 
PC Dave Jaeckels reported that the Birstall and Wanlip Neighbourhood Policing Team currently comprises Police 

Sergeant 1815 Kirkpatrick, Pc 1759 David Jaeckels, PCSO 6611 Mark Butler and PCSO 6552 Mo Musa.  The 

team is responsible for Local Policing in the villages of Birstall and Wanlip and works in conjunction with the local 

community to identify what issues are deemed to be important so that we can work towards resolving them. 

We work very closely with the Local Parish Council, who we are extremely grateful to for providing us with a room 

in the Sibson Road building to work from as our base whilst on duty.   

PC Dave Jaeckels explained the role of the Beat Officer was to gather intelligence, deal with low level crime, 

assist fellow officers, address and deal with ASB issues, carry out Hi-vis patrols to reassure the public and visit 

victims of crime and offer crime prevention information 

PC Dave Jaeckels reported that from April 2016 to April 2017, 500 crimes had been reported and that statistically 

Birstall is a relatively safe place to live compared to other areas. 

We would particularly like to thank the Parish Council, local community and Neighbourhood Watch.  Birstall has 

one of the strongest and best NHW schemes in the County and it does really help the police. 

Contacting Us 

The members of the team can be contacted by calling Leicestershire Police on 101 and then following directions 
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for the voice mail service. A message can then be left for an individual officer by entering his / her ‘collar number’ 

Ps 1815  Leon Kirkpatrick  -  Pc 1759 David Jaeckels  -  PCSO 6611 Mark Butler  -  PCSO 6552 Musa 

Alternatively you can visit us at the Sibson road Beat Office (when we are on duty) or leave a message via the 

Leicestershire Police Website:  www.leics.police.uk 

c) Birstall & Wanlip Neighbourhood Watch 

Evelyn Holden, Chair of Birstall & Wanlip Neighbourhood Watch mentioned that the branch had had a successful 

year with over 3000 households as paid up members of the Watch.  She explained that the funds raised go 

towards paying for security items for members, for hall hire for their larger meetings, stationery and publication of 

their Newsletters. 

She informed the meeting that they hold informal, monthly advice shops, where people can come along, have a 

chat and a free coffee and biscuits.  They attempt to coincide their meeting dates with shift patterns of the beat 

team to have a Police presence if required for information and advice.  They assist with the ‘Speed Watch’ 

schemes and have a stall at the Parish Council’s Gala every year to raise awareness within the community. 

She thanked the Parish Council for their continued support and the Local Beat Team officers.  She stated that it 

works because we all work together. 

Evelyn also mentioned that they were still short of Committee members and invited anyone in attendance that was 

interested to come along to one of the meetings and consider joining.   

d) The Borough Councillor representing the Birstall Wards of Charnwood Borough Council: 

Borough Councillor, David Gaskell mentioned that he was soon coming to the end of his official Mayoral position 

for Charnwood Borough Council, he had attended hundreds of events and had thoroughly enjoyed his time in 

office.  During this time he has managed to raise £5,500 for his two chosen charities.  He listed a few of the more 

memorable visits during the past 12 months and some meetings attended relating to concerns in Birstall. 

e) The County Councillor representing the Birstall Division of Leicestershire County Council: 

Borough and County Councillor Iain Bentley mentioned that he had missed not having his fellow Borough 

Councillor David Gaskell by his side and was looking forward to having him back. 

Cllr Iain Bentley reported on a number of successful projects in the village: 
 

 Hallam Fields Primary School – Cllr I Bentley stated that thanks had to be given to the Palmer-Tomkinson 
Trust in getting this project off the ground. 

 Bus Shelter on Wanlip Lane – Cllr I Bentley reported that he had donated the bus shelter to the village, the 
Parish Council kindly paid 50% of the costs to install the base and Leicestershire County Council funded 
the remaining 50% 

 Bus Shelters on the A6 have all been vandalised.  He was able to report that the Leicestershire County 
Council would be repairing them as soon as possible. 

 Cllr I Bentley had installed a bench in the bus shelter close to Greengate Lane Medical Centre. 

 Meadow Lane Ditch Fencing – Cllr I Bentley acknowledged that this had already been mentioned by the 
Chair 

 Unauthorised Encampments – Cllr I Bentley reported that the Red Hill roundabout had been free from 
unauthorised encampments for 12 months.  He attributes this success to the meetings held with Sir Peter 
Soulsby, who agreed to place bunding around the roundabout therefore preventing access onto it. 

 Greengate Lane Traffic Lights – Cllr I Bentley reported that he and the Chair of Birstall Parish Council had 
met with an officer from Leicester City Council, Mr Geoff Mee and confirmed that this project had been 
postponed until 2020. 

 Broadnook Development – Cllr I Bentley reported that the Planning Application for this development would 
be submitted in June 2017.  

 Riversdale Court – Cllr I Bentley reported that the car park issue had now been resolved. 

 Proposed A6 Bus Lane – Cllr I Bentley reported that he had opposed this suggestion and would continue 
to do so. 
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Cllr I Bentley mentioned that the Borough and County Councillors held a surgery on the last Saturday of every 
month in the building on Sibson Road car park, and welcomed all to come along to discuss any concerns or issues 
that they may have. 
 
Public Session 
 
A Resident (1) asked if the Parish Council could help to locate the owner of a vandalised and boarded up shop on 
the roundabout on Front Street.  She mentioned that she had contacted Charnwood Borough Council who had told 
her that it was not considered to be an issue for the community and were not prepared to progress the matter any 
further.  She was asking the Parish Council to locate the owner and ask them to look after their property. 
 
R Rollings suggested that it may be possible to find this out through the Land Registry.   
 
The Chair asked for the resident to leave her contact details with the Clerk who would look into the matter and 
keep her informed. 
 
A Resident (2) commented that lives had been disrupted because of the new restrictions of having to have dogs 
on leads on the playing fields.  She stated that no consultation had been carried out. 
 
The Chair reported that there had been an initial consultation organised for residents by Birstall Parish Council and 
a full consultation on this by Charnwood Borough Council when introducing the Public Spaces Protection Orders.  
She also stated that Byelaws have always been in place requesting that dogs be kept on leads and that it was an 
offence not to pick up after your dog had fouled.  The only difference now was that the Parish Council were able to 
enforce these rules. 
 
Resident (2) disagreed with this and asked for it to be minuted. 
 
Another Resident (3) commented that the field off Worcester Avenue is not used and that the Parish Council could 
use that for people to exercise their dogs off the leads. 
 
The Clerk reported that the area in question was leased from the Parish Council by Birstall United Juniors Football 
Club. 
 
Resident (3) questioned how much room do kids needs to play in, there’s nowhere for dogs to be let off their 
leads. 
 
The Chair mentioned Watermead Country Park which was only a few yards away from the area she was talking 
about and you could let dogs off the leads there. 
 
R Rollings stated that this had been discussed numerous times and the Parish Council does not have the space to 
be able to cordon off the size of the area required for dogs to be let off the leads. 
 
Resident (2) requested that the ban be lifted. 
 
The Chair explained that this was not a Council Meeting, therefore, no decisions could be made regarding this. 
 
Resident (2) requested that her remarks be minuted. 
 
The Chair stated that they would be. 
 
Resident (3) then began making personal remarks about a member of staff, challenging their integrity. 
 
The Chair stopped Resident (3) and asked if anyone else wished to speak. 
 
Date of next meeting:  Monday 16 April 2018. 
 
The meeting closed at 7:25pm  

 
 

____________________ Chairman 
 
 

 ____________________ Date 


