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Birstall Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting 
Held in the Village Hall, Birstall Road, Birstall on Monday 15 January 2018 

 
Present:  Councillors A Marshall (Chair), T Abbey, S Alcock, P Barnsby, T Fowler, C Geschke, L Harrison, J Howe, J 
Jenkins, E Marshall, C Morgan, S Rattray and D Withers.   
 

In attendance: Mrs S Coulson (Clerk) and five members of the public. 

10295 To receive, consider, and accept Apologies for absence:  Cllrs: M Allen, G Beck, U Javaid and V Shah. 
 
 

10296 Disclosure of Pecuniary and/or Personal Interests / Requests for Dispensations/Notification of Changes to 
Register of Members Interests:  None. 
 

10297 Public Participation:   
 
Borough Councillor, R Rollings expressed his disapproval of having received a letter from the Parish Council’s 
Solicitors and proceeded to interupt the meeting by hand delivering hard copies of his statement and letter to 
all Parish Councillors. 
 

10298 7:05pm Borough Councillor R Rollings and another member of the public left the meeting. 
 

10299 To receive a beat report from a representative of the Police for December 2017:  Delivered by PC D Jaeckels. 
 
Cllr J Howe expressed his thanks to PC Jaeckels and his team for their help and support during the recent 
disaster at Allington Drive. 
 
Crime update 
 

Reported crime in December has remained at a similar level to November with a total of 42 crimes being 
reported. The vast majority of these are assaults, of which we have had 11, and thefts, of which we have had 
15. The majority of the assaults have occurred over the Christmas & New Year period whilst ‘drive-off’s’ from 
the petrol station made up a large proportion of the theft offences (7 in total) just as they did last month. On a 
positive note, the number of thefts from vehicles has remained low this month with just 3 being reported, which 
is obviously good news. 
 
We have had 3 house burglaries reported in December. One of these was quite nasty and resulted in the 
occupants being assaulted and having some jewelry and cash stolen. We believe that the people involved in 
this incident have also been responsible for a number of other burglaries across the County and due to the 
similarities, these are all being investigated alongside one another. A number of enquiries are currently 
ongoing to try and identify the suspects and I will update you further in relation to this in subsequent reports. 
For further crime information please visit: www.police.uk/leicestershire/NL60/  
 
Crime Prevention Advice 
 

No doubt a lot of you will have received electrical items for Christmas, such as mobile phones, tablets and 
laptops. The latest models are highly sought after by criminals and often they are happy to use violence in 
order to steal them. Always remain vigilant if using your phone in a public place and remember to put it away 
out of sight when not in use. You should also make a record of the IMEI / serial number so that you have a 
record of this, and activate any ‘find my phone apps’ so that they can be tracked if it should be stolen. Items 
can also be registered on the immobilise website (www.imobilise.com) which makes it easy for us to identify 
who a stolen item belongs to should it be recovered. 
 
Neighbourhood update 
 

On the 4th December, the beat team along with a number of Police cadets conducted another ‘vehicle door 
checking’ exercise in the area of Elmfield Avenue, Oakfield Avenue, Fielding Road, Johnson Road, Copeland 
Road, Goscote Hall Road and Went Road. In just over an hour we found another 26 vehicles insecure, the 
owners of which were made aware so that they could lock their cars. We believe that this is still one of the 
main ways that vehicles are being broken into in the area so would urge you to make sure that your vehicle is 
secured at all times when left unattended. 
 
This month also saw the awful incident in Allington Drive which sadly resulted in one resident losing their life 
and a number of others being left unable to return to their homes. On behalf of Leicestershire Police I would 
like to say a big thank you to everyone who came out to help whilst this incident was being dealt with. The 
support we saw from the local community was absolutely fantastic and was greatly appreciated by everyone 
involved. 
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10300 To sign as an accurate record, the minutes of the Council meeting held on 18 December 2017: 
 
Cllr S Rattray mentioned one point of accuracy at minute no. 10284, to take out ‘their first’ and replace with 
‘the next’ 
 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the Council meetings held on 18 December 2017 be signed as a correct 
record with the amendments above.  
 

10301 To receive the approved minutes of meetings of Committees: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RESOLVED:  that the minutes be received. 
 

Planning Committee 27.11.17 

Estates & Recreation Committee 27.11.17 

Management & Policy Committee 4.12.17 

Extraordinary Management & Policy Committee 11.12.17 

Planning Committee 18.12.17 

10302 Finance and Accounts: 
 
a) To receive and approve invoiced expenditure for December 2017: 
 
It was proposed by Cllr D Withers, seconded by Cllr E Marshall and 
 
RESOLVED:  that the expenditure report for December 2017 be approved. 
 
b) To receive, approve and authorise the budget and precept for 2018/2019:  
 
The Chair reminded Councillors that at the meeting in December, this was discussed fully and the Council 
agreed in principle to a 0% increase to the precept, but deferred the final decision to this meeting to give time 
for the Clerk to receive the actual Band D housing numbers from Charnwood Borough Council and re-present 
the changes to the figures.  
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Jenkins, seconded by Cllr C Geschke and  
 
RESOLVED: to opt for the 0% increase to the residents of Birstall, resulting in a precept demand to 
Charnwood Borough Council of £378,414. 
 

10303 To receive, approve and adopt the reviewed Council’s Policies and Procedures: 
 
The Chair mentioned that these policies had been reviewed by the Management & Policy Committee at their 
meeting on 2 October 2017, some minor word changes had been suggested and two changes, which are 
being recommended to Council for approval and adoption. 
 
One change was for the Gala and Civic Functions Committee to be changed to the Events Committee and the 
second was to receive and approve a change to the Terms & Conditions of the Hallam Fields Community Hall 
Working Party Meetings.   
 
The change is asking for the Council to authorise delegated powers to the Clerk and the Chair to be able to 
authorise expenditure, avoiding delays and penalties that could be incurred for late payment, as the 
development progresses.  The expenditure would be reported back to full Council at each meeting. 
 
Councillors offered other suggestions for minor word changes to be made. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr L Harrison, seconded by Cllr T Abbey and 
 
RESOLVED: to adopt the policies with the amendments.  To approve the changes to the Events Committee, 
and to authorise and delegate powers to the Clerk, in conjunction with the Chair, to be able to approve and 
authorise expenditure within the constraints of the s.106 monies, in order to progress the development of the 
Community Hall at Hallam Fields, and that all expenditure would be reported in a separate report to each 
Council meeting.  
 

10304 To receive Councillors comments – Watermead Regeneration Framework – Signage Audit: 
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The Chair reminded Councillors that this had been deferred from the previous meeting to enable Councillors 
time to submit their comments to Cllr T Abbey for him to submit to the next as the Parish Council’s 
representative. 
 
Councillors were appraised of comments received from a resident by the Chair. 
 
Councillors endorsed and supported the comments from the resident and expressed their own concerns that 
directing more vehicles down Meadow Lane to the County Council’s car park for Watermead Country Park 
were not feasible.  Meadow Lane is an unadopted, single track road and is not suitable for any more traffic to 
be directed to use it.  The car park that is open at the bottom of the road giving access to Watermead Country 
Park is not adequate for any more traffic. 
 

10305 Hallam Fields Community Hall – to receive updates: 
 
a) to consider and authorise options available relating to reclamation of VAT. 
 
The Chair mentioned that a second copy of the report from an independent consultant had been included in 
the agenda packs.  She added that the Council are now being asked to decide on whether to a) opt to tax to 
be able to recover the VAT on the build and to retain the earmarked reserve of £100,000 to put towards the 
project, or b) to do nothing, which means that the Council will not be able to reclaim the VAT on the build, or 
any other future bills relating to the Community Hall, and would have to use the earmarked reserves of 
£100,000 to be able to absorb the VAT at 20% of the £500,000 s.106 monies. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr S Rattray, seconded by Cllr D Withers and  
 
RESOLVED: for the Council to submit a Notice of Option to Tax to HMRC to be able to reclaim the VAT on the 
development of the Community Hall.  
 

10306 To receive notice of a five-day Temporary Traffic Regulation Order (TTRO) for Sibson Road – Gulley 
Cleansing Works: 
 
The Chair was pleased that her walkabout visit with Officers from Leicestershire County Council was coming 
to fruition.  She was pleased that this work was being undertaken and hopeful that this would resolve the issue 
of flooding on Sibson Road when it rained.  
 

10307 To receive an outstanding resolution list: 
 
RESOLVED:  that the updated Outstanding Resolutions list be received. 
 

10308 To receive the Councils Complaint Register:   
 
The complaints Register Sheet was received and Councillors appraised of the outcomes. 
 

10309 To consider and approve Cllr S Rattray as a page administrator for the Council’s facebook page:   
 
Cllr S Rattray had volunteered to be an administrator for the Council’s facebook page, for a trial period, to be 
able to add content to the page, and promote Birstall Parish Council. 
 
RESOLVED: to approve and authorise Cllr S Rattray be added as an administrator to the Council’s facebook 
page for a trial period of 6 months, to be reviewed. 
 

10310 Councillors Ward Communications:  None received. 
 

10311 Chairman’s Announcements: 
 
The Chair mentioned a number of thank you cards received: 
i)   thank you to the Council from the young people who attend the Youth Café for providing the service 
ii)  thank you from Carl Gunn’s gym for the Grant Aid of £135 
iii) thank you from a recipient of the Christmas hamper 
 
The Chair informed Councillors of a letter she had received from the Mayor of Charnwood and the Leader of 
Charnwood Borough Council praising Birstall Community cohesion when dealing with the disaster on Allington 
Drive.  She added that she would be attending the funeral of Mrs Jasper on behalf of the Council. 
 
The Chair mentioned the updated Councillor contact sheet that had been tabled at the meeting, she reminded 
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Councillors that not all of the content was in the public domain and should therefore be kept confidential and 
filed in Councillors handbooks.  Old contact sheets must be shredded as confidential waste. 
 

10312 Date of next meeting:  Monday, 12 February 2018 at 7:00pm     
                                 

 The meeting closed at 8:25pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman:                                                                                                                                     Date: _____________                  


