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Birstall Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting 
Held in the Village Hall, Birstall Road, Birstall on Monday 15 June 2015 

 
Present:  
Councillors A Marshall (Chair), T Abbey, S Alcock, M Allen, P Barnsby, T Fowler, G Green, L Harrison, J Howe, J 
Jenkins, E Marshall, R Rollings and S Shergill. 
 
In attendance: 
Mrs S Coulson (Clerk to the Council), Ms Wendy Cotter (Deputy Clerk) and twenty members of the public. 
 
9801 To Receive Apologies for Absence  

 
Apologies were received from Cllrs C Geschke (Holiday) and R Dickinson (work commitments)   
 

 The Chair informed Councillors, that she had spoken to the members of the public present prior to the 
meeting and discovered that the majority of those present were all interested in item 10 on the agenda.  
The Chair then asked for the Council to consider bringing forward item 8 on the agenda.  
 
RESOLVED: to move item 8 to item 2 on the agenda 
 

9802 Public Participation: 
 
The Chair mentioned that County Councillor Bentley was present at the meeting, however, the Clerk had 
reported to her that she had received a late cancellation by the member of staff from Leicestershire County 
Council (LCC) who had previously agreed to attend to discuss the matter at item 10 on the agenda, relating 
to traffic calming measures on Birstall Road. 
 
A discussion took place with members of the public and Councillors and disappointment was expressed by 
all in attendance.  The Chair then made comment that the meeting could not progress further without 
figures and ideas being put forward by LCC and that this matter would need to be considered at a future 
meeting.   
 
The Chair suggested that questions could be put forward to the Clerk for her to send to LCC in readiness 
for a future meeting.  It was agreed that Mr Mark Lawrence would act as co-ordinator for all residents to 
send their questions to and that he would forward them to the Clerk. 
 
The Chair suggested that the 13 July 2015 Council meeting date could be utilised to facilitate the meeting 
with all concerned present. 
 

9803 Disclosure of Pecuniary and/or Personal Interests / Requests for Dispensations: 
 
The Clerk reported the following requests: 
   Cllr S Alcock – Allotments  
   Cllr J Howe – Allotments 
   Cllr J Jenkins – Birstall Bowls Club 
 
A dispensation was granted for all three requests for four years, with no voting rights. 
 

9804 Co-option of a Councillor for the Stonehill Ward: 
 
The Chairman introduced Mrs Becci Thorpe who had completed and submitted an application form 
expressing an interest in being co-opted onto the Parish Council. 
 
Mrs Thorpe spoke in support of her application and answered questions from Councillors.   
 
Following a vote by show of hands, Mrs Thorpe was co-opted to the Council.   
 
Mrs Thorpe signed the declaration of acceptance of office for the Stonehill Ward. 
 

9805 To receive a report from a representative of the Police: 
 
CRIME FIGURES FOR BIRSTALL & WANLIP – MAY 2015 
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Offence 

Total (last 
month’s in 
brackets) 

ASSAULTS      2      (5) 

BURGLARY DWELLING 4      (0) 

BURG NON-DWELLING 2      (2) 

DAMAGE 4      (6) 

DAMAGE TO M'VEH 2      (3) 

DRUGS 1      (2)  

FRAUD 0      (0) 

PUBLIC ORDER 0      (0) 

ROBBERY 0      (1) 

THEFT  3      (5) 

THEFT CYCLE 0      (2) 

THEFT FROM M'VEH      4     (10) 

THEFT OF M'VEH      1      (0)    

THEFT FROM STORE      9      (3) 

Total  32    (39) 

 
BEAT NEWS: 
 
Recorded crime has fallen slightly again this month with 32 crimes being reported in May compared with 39 
in April, which is obviously good news. Shop theft however appears to be on the rise again and we will be 
working with local retailers to try and address this issue. 
 
We have had a number of reports this month about local youths climbing on the roofs of various buildings in 
the village. We have spoken with some of the youths involved along with their parents about the dangers of 
doing this which appears to have stopped it for the time being, however there is potential for it to start 
again, especially once the school holidays start. We have been to some of the locations and given them 
advice about improving security however please can I ask that you give us a call on 101 if you see anyone 
doing this, as we are concerned that if someone were to fall they would do themselves a serious injury. 
Thefts from motor vehicles have fallen again to just 4 offences this month, however the message remains 
to ensure that you lock your vehicle at all times and don’t leave anything of value on display, or indeed in it 
at all if this is possible. 
 
PCSO Butler has been busy this month visiting local Primary Schools and Youth Clubs and giving 
presentations on Anti-Social Behaviour and the potential consequences of this, as well as giving a ‘Now 
You are 10’ talk which reminds young people that once they are 10 years old they become responsible in 
law for their actions. These talks are always well received and also help us to maintain good links with the 
local schools and young people in the community. 
 
On the subject of PCSO Butler, this month he reached the milestone of 10 years on the Birstall beat, which 
is no mean feat! Throughout that time he has become a well-respected member of the team and 
community alike and I would like to thank him for the work that he has done on the beat during that time. 
His knowledge of the area and local people is excellent and I am sure that you will all agree that he has 
been an asset to the villages of Birstall and Wanlip. 
 
Thanks for reading and as always please remain vigilant and report any crimes or suspicious activity to the 
Police on 101. You can also contact your local NHW co-ordinator for advice on non-crime matters. 
 

9806 To sign as an accurate record the minutes of the meeting held on 18 May 2015: 
 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 18 May 2015 be signed as a correct record with the 
exception of one amendment to a typing error at minute no. 9791, which was noticed during item 9(d) on 
the agenda. 
 

9807 To receive the minutes of Committee meetings held since the last Council meeting and to consider any 
recommendations 
 

*  Management & Policy 2.4.2015 (no recommendations) 
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*  Planning 27.4.2015 (no recommendations) 
 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes be received. 
 

9808 To receive an updated Outstanding Resolution List: 
 
RESOLVED: that the Outstanding Resolution List be received. 
 

9809 Finance and Accounts: 
 
(a)  to confirm invoiced expenditure 
 
RESOLVED:  that the schedule of payments attached to these minutes be authorised for payment. 
 
(b)  to receive a Financial Summary as at 30 April 2015. 
 
RESOLVED:  that the Financial Summary be received. 
 
(d)  To receive a Financial Budget Comparison as at 30 April 2015. 
 
RESOLVED:  that the Financial Budget Comparison report be received. 
 
(e)  To receive a balance sheet identifying the Earmarked Reserves for 2015/16. 
 

9810 To further consider traffic calming measures on Birstall Road: 
 
The Chair reiterated that this could not be progressed due to the lack of information on costs and design 
from LCC and that hopefully more information would be available at the meeting on 13 July 2015. 
 
Councillors expressed their concerns over the costs of this project and mentioned that there are other 
areas in Birstall experiencing similar problems and that there is the possibility that they too could submit 
requests for the Parish Council to apply the same measures.   
 
RESOLVED: for the Clerk to email LCC with the 13 July 2015 date for a meeting with Councillors and 
residents 
 
RESOLVED: for the Clerk to receive questions from residents, collated by Mr Mark Lawrence and for her to 
forward them to LCC. 
 

9811 To Consider Applications for Grant Aid: 
 
The Chair informed Councillors that an application had been re-submitted by the Asian Sports Cricket Club 
for £200 to purchase a boundary rope and winder and a new scoreboard.   
 
A discussion was held, Councillors expressed their concerns over the small percentage of Birstall residents 
noted in the application as members of the club, Councillors asked if the Policy should be reviewed. 
 
RESOLVED: that the application be accepted and for the Clerk to raise the appropriate cheques and inform 
the beneficiaries of the outcome. 
 
RESOLVED: to review the Grant Aid Policy at the next Management & Policy Committee meeting. 
 

9812 Gala Rota / Request for Volunteers: 
 
The Chair asked Councillors to complete the rota sheets and to hand them into the Clerk for her to arrange 
cover for the four gates over the Gala weekend.  She urged Councillors to give a minimum of one four hour 
slot to give effective cover, she also asked them to invite a friend of a family member to help them which 
would give the Clerk more flexibility when deploying staff members to cover the gates in the absence of 
voluntary assistance. 
 

9813 Birstall Youth Café – Narrow Boat Trip: 
 
 The Chair mentioned the press release with photographs in the Councillors agenda packs informing them 
that the Youth Workers had recently taken some of the young people on an overnight stay on a narrow boat 
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and that a fantastic time had been had by all.  
 

9814 Chairman’s Announcements: 
 

1. The Chair informed members that she had delivered the framed photograph to Mr Dennis Marshall 
of his last Council meeting.  

2. The Chair asked if all Councillors had seen Birstall Parish Council’s Annual Report in the last issue 
of the Birstall Post, she reported that she had received a lot of positive feedback on the report. 

3. The Chair informed Councillors that a thank you card had been received from Carl Gunn’s Gym for 
the Grant Aid. 

4. The Chair read a positive letter in the Birstall Post from Mr Gary Fox of Birstall Utd Seniors FC 
expressing his appreciation of the Council and staff. 

5. The Chair informed the Council that a thank you had been received from an allotment holder who 
was pleased with works that the Council had undertaken at Worcester Avenue Allotment site in 
removing the trees that were overhanging his plot. 

6. The Chair gave an update on the Community Hall and could inform Councillors that a decision on 
the negotiations of the s.106 is imminent. 

7. The Chair informed Councillors that the Commemorative Clock is due to be installed on 
Wednesday 17 June 2015 and that a photo shoot would be arranged with the Birstall History 
Society who had fully funded the Clock and the British Legion, it was also suggested that ex 
Councillors, Mr Dennis Marshall and Mr Neville Mays also be invited to attend. 

9815 To receive reports from Councillors attending meetings of outside bodies:   
 
The Chair informed Councillors that she and Cllr S Alcock had attended the Birstall Community 
Stakeholders meeting at the Palmer Tomkinson building.  She reported that the Cedars Academy were to 
hold an open day on 26 September 2015 inviting all groups and organisations to have a free stall, and 
suggested that it might be an idea to have a ‘Local Democracy’ stall with Parish, Borough and County 
Councillors in attendance. 
 

9816 To consider excluding the press and public under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 for 
the following items due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted 
 

9817 To consider creating two part time posts: 
 
The Chair informed Councillors that this matter had been considered by the Management & Policy 
Committee and are asking for the Council to agree the two posts in principle, to enable the Clerk to carry 
out further research. 
 
RESOLVED: to agree the two posts in principle to enable the Clerk to carry out further research. 
 

9818 Date of next meeting:  Monday 10 August 2015 at 7.00 pm 
 

 The meeting closed at 8.45 pm. 
 
 
 
 

____________________ Chairman 
 
 
 
 

 ____________________ Date 


