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The Chairman’s’ Remarks—Annual Report 2015/16
As the 2015/16 Financial Year comes to an end, it is time to provide the
residents of Birstall with a report on the Parish Council’s activities and
achievements. Also, it is the opportunity to look forward and plan for the
coming year of 2016/17.
Birstall Parish Council is the first layer of Local Government. It is not a
politically based organisation, it is there to provide services for the
residents of our Parish and to manage the Councils’ assets. In
order to fulfil these responsibilities the Council employs a team of staff and
currently has 16 Parish Councillors who are volunteers from our community.
The staff and the Councillors work together as one team. The Councillors
make the decisions, whilst the staff team implements the decisions and runs
the services.
Birstall Parish Council is responsible for:
Setting the Precept
Publishing the Annual audited accounts
Organising the Annual Parish Meeting
Collecting monies from the hiring & letting of Council owned premises
& sports facilities
◊
Managing & overseeing the spending of public money
◊
Managing interments at Greengate Lane cemetery
◊
Offering & Managing services for the youth of Birstall in the Youth Cafe
◊
Employing the Staff team
◊
Maintaining the Councils’ assets in good order
◊
◊
◊
◊

Birstall Parish Councils’ Assets are as follows:
◊
The Village Hall, Council Offices, Day Centre, Estates Yard & Buildings
◊
The Sibson Road building & fenced garden area
◊
School Lane playing fields & play equipment, Outdoor Gym Equipment, Pavilion & changing rooms
◊
Meadow Lane playing fields, BMX Track, Skate Park & play equipment
◊
Harrowgate Drive playing fields, outdoor gym equipment and play equipment
◊
Hallam Fields play area’s 1 and 2
◊
Stonehill Avenue public toilets
◊
3 allotment sites—Greengate Lane, Meadow Lane & Worcester Avenue
◊
The Old Forge
◊
The Cemetery on Greengate Lane
The Parish Council also supports and works with external partners and local organisations to enhance
and encourage other services, for the benefit of all residents. Some examples of this are, the Birstall &
Wanlip Neighbourhood Watch, the community Police Team and Age UK Ltd.
As the elected Chair of the Parish Council it is my role to Chair council meetings and to represent the
Council at Civic and local events. This certainly keeps me busy. During 2015/16 I have attended:
◊
The Mayor of Charnwood’s Civic Service at Christ Church in Mountsorrel
◊
The official opening of the Loughborough fair at the Mayor’s invitation
◊
The Chief Constables multi-cultural evening at Enderby Police HQ
◊
Birstall History Society’s 30th Anniversary and to receive the cheque for the Commemorative Clock
◊
Birstall Art Society’s annual exhibition and presentation of awards
◊
The annual Remembrance service at St James the Great Church and laid a wreath in memory of
those from Birstall & Wanlip who lost their lives in two World War’s
◊
The Day Centre for the official Age UK Ltd.'s, re-opening of the Bath Nurse service following a
complete refurbishment of the bathroom
It was also a great pleasure to host the Mayor and Mayoress of Charnwood when they attended our
Gala for the ‘Proms in the Park’ and also our Civic Service at St James the Great Church followed by
lunch.
In year the staff team and Councillors organised three popular and well attended events, namely, the
Birstall Gala, the Christmas event & Market, the Civic Service & Lunch held to thank people who give
their time to provide services for our Community.
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Achievements during the year have been:
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊

◊
◊
◊
◊
◊

Purchased new chairs for use in the Village Hall.
The installation of the 3rd defibrillator at the MACE shop on Kingsgate Avenue & organised a third
Free training sessions for residents.
The installation of a clock to commemorate World Wars, and was kindly donated by Birstall History
Society
Provided outdoor gym equipment on School Lane playing fields and Harrowgate Drive playing
fields
Replaced the window to the day centre, creating a brighter and warmer environment
Refurbished the gates to the Cemetery and created the new Yew
Haven service for the interment of cremated remains
Installed security fencing and new gates to the Greengate Lane
allotments
Installed new gates to Harrowgate Drive Playing Fields
Purchased a ‘Speed Gun’ for the sole use of our Local Beat
Officers. The annual re-calibration will be funded by Birstall &
Wanlip Neighbourhood Watch.
Continue to work closely with the developers to progress the
building of the Community Hall on Hallam Fields
During this financial year Grant Aid was approved by the
Parish Council for nine Birstall groups amounting to £2,763
Improvements to the BMX track on Meadow Lane playing fields
Refurbishment and Redecoration of the Sibson Road building
Managed to gain National and International fame following the installation of the Blue Christmas
Cone, it certainly divided opinion!

Birstall Parish Council has continued to provide financial support to:
◊
◊
◊
◊

The Youth Café, which continues to provide valuable services for our young people
The Birstall & Wanlip Neighbourhood Watch, which contributes to the prevention of crime in our
community
Age UK Ltd, to fund the Bath Nurse service for vulnerable elderly residents
Our Local Beat Team, by providing a room for their exclusive use in the Sibson Road building.

The Parish Council has in mind some future projects to progress in 2016/17:
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊

Employ a person to enforce the Byelaws regarding dogs & litter on the playing fields & cemetery
Improvements to the skate park equipment on Meadow Lane playing fields
To provide 13 new lockable notice boards around the village
Refurbish & redecorate the Village Hall, toilets and kitchenette
To install Security perimeter fencing to Harrowgate Drive Playing Fields
To ascertain by consultation the Community’s preference for the type of Christmas tree in 2016.

I hope that the Annual Report is useful and informative and that it provides you with some insight into
the Parish Council’s activities. It would be a real bonus if some residents after reading it, would consider putting themselves forward to becoming a Parish Councillor

Councillor Ann Marshall
Chair of Birstall Parish Council
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Report from the Estates Team Manager—2015/2016
In a very busy year for Birstall Parish Council’s Estates Team all the sporting facilities have been
maintained to our usual high standards and many projects have been completed to improve the facilities
thoughout the Council’s amenity areas.
SPORTS PITCHES:
BOWLS: As anticipated in last year’s report the new maintenance regime and the change in irrigation
policy resulted in a season free from fungal infection and a vastly improved playing surface. The opportunity to aerate throughout the playing season that these changes afforded us meant that, along with the
improved playing surface, play was possible even after heavy rainfall.
CRICKET: Both cricket clubs that play at School Lane Playing Fields enjoyed successful seasons in 2015
with three of the sides being promoted to higher divisions. The wickets produced were of a consistently
high standard and reasonably clement weather meant very few rain-affected games.
FOOTBALL: All four football pitches on School Lane Playing Fields played well throughout the first half of
the season but the consistent wet weather later on meant that play was not possible on several weekends. We are endeavouring to ensure that all remaining fixtures can be accommodated before the start of
the cricket season.
ALLOTMENTS: W ork has continued to im prove all three allotm ent sites. At W orcester Avenue
allotment site two large overhanging trees have been removed from the southern boundary to allow more
light in. Also along this boundary fence the overgrown hedge has been thinned and the gaps replanted.
Similarly along the northern boundary of Meadow Lane allotments the hedge has been restocked.
At Greengate Lane allotment site a new palisade fence has been erected between the Cemetery and the
allotment access track. We have also fabricated a new gate to the allotment access road which has been
set back along the track to allow vehicles to safely pull in off the road prior to opening the gate.
Before and after pictures of Greengate Lane allotment access track showing new fence and gate:
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CEMETERY: Follow ing on from last year’s extension
of ‘The Haven’ section of the Cemetery which allows for
casket interments we have now created a new area for
these plots. A further 30 plots have been created in the
North-east corner of the Cemetery adjacent to ‘The
Glade’. These pictures show the area during and after
construction:

PLAYING FIELDS:
HARROWGATE DRIVE: The entrance to the
Harrowgate Drive playing fields has been much improved
by the removal of the existing entrance gates and the installation of new ones:
Harrowgate Drive playing fields has also benefitted from the installation of new outdoor gym equipment:

SCHOOL LANE PLAYING FIELDS
New exercise equipment has also been installed at School Lane playing fields, and five new litter bins
have also been installed. Most of the bins that have been replaced were beyond repair, but where they
can be salvaged they are being refurbished and reused:

We have started a project to improve the frontage to School Lane playing fields car park. The wooden
posts that prevent vehicles from accessing the field are being removed and replaced with stainless steel
hoop barriers. The photograph above centre, shows the new hoop barriers and the newly planted cherry
trees.
Andy Garland
Estates Team Manager
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Report from the Youth Workers—Birstall Youth Café 2015/16
Last year it was decided to lower the age range for the Friday evenings encourage more takers
for this session, this is still in the development stages and the Youth Workers are considering an
alternative evening to Friday to see if this encourages more takers.
Narrowboat Trips:
Three of Birstall’s Youth Workers organised and
arranged with the Clerk an overnight stay on a working
narrow boat for six lucky young people who attend the
Youth Café on Wednesday evenings.
Parents paid for the trip and delivered their young
people to Thurmaston Boat Yard on Friday, 29th May
where the expedition began. They proceeded with
their journey to Barrow upon Soar, where they moored
overnight.

The overnight stay on the
boat was extremely
exciting for the young people, and after cooking their
breakfast on the boat the
next morning, the young people and the Youth
Workers spent the morning
canoeing.

They then began their five hour journey back to Thurmaston Boat Yard, with each of the young
people taking a turn at the helm. At the end of the day six very tired young people were safely
returned to their parents by three even more tired Youth Workers

New cooker for Birstall Youth Cafe:
In May 2014, the Youth Café was fortunate enough to be nominated as the main beneficiary for
the White Horse’s ‘Duck Race’. The cheque was presented to the Youth Café by Charlotte Foy of
the White Horse public house.
The funds raised amounted to £1,745.34,
which enabled the Youth Café to purchase
much needed equipment, as well as an electric
cooker which allows them to be more
adventurous and creative with their cooking
lessons, they also purchased an electric sewing
machine for making craft goods, which they
sell on to fund raise for future activities, they
also purchased other recreational equipment to
replace broken items, and Hair & Beauty
equipment.
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Partnerships:
Police:
The Youth Café continues to have a very good working relationship with the Local Beat Officers:
PC Dave Jaeckels and PCSO’s Mark Butler and Mohamed Musa , are regular visitors to the Youth Café
on both the Wednesday and Friday evenings.
The young people love nothing more than challenging
them all to a table tennis tournament.

High Impact:
This is an organisation that uses the Youth Café facilities during the day, dealing with
challenging young people throughout the County who
are being threatened with exclusion from school. It
offers an alternative curriculum which better suits the
needs of their clients.
High Impact work in partnership with the Parish Council and as a gesture of thanks for the free
use of the facilities during the day, host and staff ‘Out of School Clubs’ during the school holidays
for the young people of Birstall and have donated a £200 pool table to replace the one that has
recently broken beyond repair and a fridge freezer to the Youth Café.

Asian Sports Cricket Club:
The young people are looking forward to working again with members of the cricket club to learn
more about the game of cricket.

Carl Gunn’s Gym:
The young people are looking forward to some training sessions delivered by Carl and some
members of his gym.

Future Plans:
The Youth Café has recently said goodbye to two very
popular Youth Workers who reluctantly had to leave to
pursue their own full time careers, and so Birstall Parish
Council is actively
recruiting at the moment for three paid Youth Workers
and as many volunteer youth workers as we can get.
The Youth Workers are looking forward to organising
their annual BBQ on the Park to fundraise for future
activities, this will be advertised in due course.
The Youth Workers/Sports Coach is keen to arrange
circuits for the young people on the newly installed
outdoor gym equipment during the summer months as
well as lots of other outdoor games and activities.
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The Parish Council Team as at 31 March 2016
The Councillors:
Birstall Parish Council should have 20 Councillors in total when all posts are full. At the end of
the 2015/16 year, there are 16 Councillors leaving 4 vacancies, which are regularly advertised
with a view to filling the positions.
Full Council meetings are held 11 times a year, on the first Monday of the month (where able
due to bank holidays) at 7:00pm in the Village Hall. Members of the public are invited to attend.
The Annual Parish Council meeting is held in May of each year.
There are 4 sub-committees:
♦

Management & Policy Committee

♦

Planning Committee

♦

Estates & Recreation Committee

♦

Gala & Civic Functions Committee

The Staff Team:
The Council employs 14 members of staff.
Office Staff:
♦

Clerk / Responsible Financial Officer / Proper Officer

♦

Deputy Clerk

♦

Administration Assistant

Estates Team—to undertake care & maintenance of Estates & Premises:
♦

Estates Team Manager

♦

Senior Groundsman

♦

Sexton/Groundsman

♦

2 x Groundsmen

♦

Cleaner

♦

Caretaker/Cleaner

♦

Gate Keeper

Youth Team:
♦

1 x Senior Youth Worker

♦

1 x Sports Coach/Youth Worker

♦

1 x Youth Workers

9

Parish Councillors representing Birstall by Ward
Goscote Ward: West of Loughborough Road between Station Road and Greengate Lane
After the Un-contested
elections in May 2015
Mr Robert Dickinson
Mr John Jenkins
Mr Roy Rollings
VACANCY
VACANCY
Greengate Ward: West of Loughborough Road north of Greengate Lane, including Hallam Fields
After the Un-contested
elections in May 2015
Mr Pete Barnsby
Mr Tony Fowler
Mr Ed Marshall
Mrs Serinda Shergill
VACANCY
VACANCY

Netherhall Ward: East of Loughborough Road including Sibson Road (evens), Church Hill & Front Street
After the Un-contested
elections in May 2015
Mr Tony Abbey
Mrs Christine Geschke
Mrs Ann Marshall
Riverside Ward: Whiles Lane and the all roads on the east side of Wanlip Lane
After the Un-contested
elections in May 2015
Mrs Mary Allen
Mr Geoff Green
Mr Julian Howe
Stonehill Ward: Between Loughborough Road & Wanlip Lane including the shops’ side of Sibson Road
After the Un-contested
elections in May 2015
Mrs S Alcock
Mrs L Harrison
Mrs B Thorpe
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Income & Expenditure Account for the year ended 31 March 2016

Income and Expenditure Account
31/03/15

31/03/16

£

£
INCOME
370,289

Precept

375,831

77,365

Fees Receivable

81,759

21,538

Gala & Civic Functions Income

10,739

3,087

Interest Received

2,061

8,026

Rents Receivable

8,787

12,395

Refundable Deposits

11,657

Other Income

504,356

TOTAL INCOME

12,100
7,083
498,360

EXPENDITURE
214,810
5,894
0

Staff Costs
Cemetery Expenditure
S. 137 Payments

210,643
4,278
0

16,481

Gala and Civic Functions Expenditure

23,706

47,293

Other Expenditure

90,918

12,505

Refunded Deposits

12,850

98,968

Estates Expenditure

86,918

11,918

Youth Initiatives

44,098

Utilities

0
70

Capital Expenditure
Fees Refunded

9,008
42,121
2,024
25

452,038

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

482,491

289,642

Balance as at 01/04/14

341,960

504,356

Add Total Income

498,360

793,998
452,038

840,320
Deduct Total Expenditure

482,491

0.00

Stock Adjustment

0.00

0.00

Transfer to/ from reserves

0.00

341,960

Balance as at 31/03/16

357,829

11

Balance Sheet as at 31 March 2016

Consolidated Balance Sheet
31/03/15

31/03/16

£

£

Current assets
0

Investments

0

0.00

Loans Made

0

0.00

Investments

0

0.00

Stocks

0

3,042

VAT Recoverable

6,407

6,171

Debtors

7,445

0
348,658

Payment in Advance
Cash in Hand & at Bank

0
351,885

357,870

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS

365,736

357,870

TOTAL ASSETS

365,736

Current liabilities
0.00

Loans Received

0.00

0.00

Temporary Borrowing

0.00

0.00

VAT Payable

0.00

15,910
0.00
15,910
341,960

Creditors
Receipts in Advance

7,907
0.00

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES

7,907

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES

357,829

0.00

Long Term Borrowing

0.00

0.00

Deferred Liabilities

0.00

0.00

Deferred Credits

0.00

0.00
341,960

0.00
NET ASSETS

357,829

Represented by
215,654

General Fund

231,523

126,306

Earmarked Reserves

126,306

0.00

Refundable Deposits

0.00

341,960

357,829
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Charnwood Borough Councillors for the Birstall Area as at 31 March 2015
Mr Iain Bentley (Conservative)
cllr.iain.bentley@charnwood.gov.uk

Watermead Ward

Mr David Gaskell (Conservative)
cllr.david.gaskell@charnwood.gov.uk

Watermead Ward

Ms Renata Jones (Conservative)
cllr.renata.jones@charnwood.gov.uk

Wanlip Ward

Mrs Serinda Shergill (Conservative)
cllr.serinder.shergill@charnwood.gov.uk

Wanlip Ward

Leicestershire County Councillors for Birstall Division
Mr Iain Bentley (Conservative)
iain. bentley@leics.gov.uk

Your Member of Parliament

Mr Edward Argar, MP
Westminster Office:

M P House of Com m ons, London SW 1A 0AA—020 7219 4472

Constituency Office:

Unit 3, Suite 28, Q Estate, Off M elton R oad, Queniborough, LE7 3FP

Email:

office@edw ardargar.org.uk

Birstall Parish Council - Local Authorities Responsibilities Matrix – Who Deals with What?
Birstall Parish Council is committed to assisting residents with local issues and the officers aim to help at all times. They are able
to deal immediately with any issues relating to the Parish Council’s land or property or any of the Parish Council’s services or
functions. Sometimes, however, the concern or complaint is not part of the Parish Council’s remit, and relates to a function or
responsibility of another authority, we can then either refer you to report directly to that authority or we may be able to report
your concern's online.
To assist you in determining which authority you need to contact, please see the below for your information.
Services provided by:

Birstall Parish Council

Charnwood Borough Council

Leicestershire County Council

Allotments
Cemetery’s
Consultation on planning
Grants to help local organisations
Play Areas & Play Equipment
Public clocks
Village Hall – venue hire
Hanging baskets
Car park areas

Council Tax Collection
Dog / Litter Bin Collections
Economic Development
Electoral Services
Environmental Services (noise and pest
control)
Help & Support for businesses
Housing Services
Issuing & collecting fines
Licensing
Listed Building Control
Planning Services
Recycling, food waste & waste
collections
Restaurant & Takeaway Inspections
Sport & Leisure
Street Cleaning & dealing with fly tipping
Tree Preservation

Bus passes for the over 60’s
Education & Schools
Fire Service and community safety
Heritage
Highways, potholes, signs, gritting & bus
shelters
Libraries, recreation, arts, museums
Lighting – Highways & footways
On street parking permits
Police
Public rights of way, footpaths & bridleways
Social services
Trading Standards
Traffic & Transport including road safety
Waste recycling centres
Youth development & services

