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BIRSTALL PARISH COUNCIL, COUNCIL OFFICES, BIRSTALL ROAD, LEICESTER, LE4 4DH
Tel: 0116 267 6191 Website: www.birstallparishcouncil.org.uk Email: admin@birstallpc.org.uk

Annual Report 2016/2017—The Chairman’s’ Remarks
The end of the financial year on March 31st 2017 marks the time to gather together Birstall Parish
Council’s activities and achievements during 2016/2017, and then to present the Council’s Annual
Report to the residents of Birstall. Birstall Parish Council is the first layer of local government and
unlike Charnwood Borough Council and Leicestershire County Council is not a politically based
organisation. The Council team is made up of the Parish Councillors and the employed staff. The
Councillors are volunteers, who give their time freely for the benefit of our Parish. The Councillors
make the decisions, which are then implemented by the staff who manage our services. Teamwork
between everyone is essential to ensure the smooth running of our Council,. Considering that
Birstall Parish Council is one of the largest Parish Councils in the Borough of Charnwood, this is no
small undertaking.
The Parish Council also supports and works with external partners and local organisations to
enhance and encourage other services, for the benefit of all residents. Some examples of this are,
the Birstall & Wanlip Neighbourhood Watch, the community Police Beat Team and Age UK Ltd.
Birstall Parish Council is responsible for:
-Setting the Precept
-Publishing the Annual audited accounts
-Organising the Annual Parish Meeting
-Collecting monies from the hiring & letting of Council owned premises & sports facilities
-Managing & overseeing the spending of public money
-Managing interments at Greengate Lane cemetery
-Offering & Managing services for the young people of Birstall in the Youth Café
-Employing the Staff team
-Maintaining the Councils’ assets in good order
Birstall Parish Councils’ Assets are as follows:
The Village Hall, Council Offices, Day Centre, Estates Yard & Buildings. The Sibson Road building & fenced garden area, School
Lane playing fields & play equipment, Outdoor Gym Equipment, Pavilion & changing rooms, Meadow Lane playing fields, BMX
Track, Skate Park & play equipment, Harrowgate Drive playing fields, outdoor gym equipment and play equipment, Two
enclosed play areas at Hallam Fields, Stonehill Avenue public toilets, 3 allotment sites—Greengate Lane, Meadow Lane &
Worcester Avenue, The Old Forge and the Cemetery on Greengate Lane
As the elected Chair of the Parish Council it is my role to Chair the Council meetings and to represent the Council at Civic and
local events. I very much enjoy attending local events and meeting the dedicated people who work so hard for our community.
Some of the events attended during 2016/17 are:
-

Opened the B’fest event for Birstall Rugby Club in May
The Queen’s 90th Birthday Celebration Service at St James the Great Church. The Parish Council donated a celebratory cake
Burley House Open Day
The unveiling of a green plaque to commemorate Sgt. John Hannah VC
The Remembrance service at St James the Great Church and laid a wreath in memory of those from Birstall & Wanlip who
lost their lives in two World War’s
- The 22nd Annual Exhibition of the Birstall & District Art Society and presented the ‘Stuart Jones’ award
- The St James Day Centre in company with Edward Argar, MP, to support the continuation of funding to enable Age UK Ltd to
deliver their Dementia care programme.
- The Birstall Methodist Church service, held to welcome the new Minister, Reverend Paula Hunt
- The service at St James Church to mark the formal disbanding of the Women’s Section of the Royal British Legion.
- The opening of the New Cedar Mews Care Home on Hallam Fields
- Hosted the Mayor and Mayoress of Charnwood and their European VIP guests when they attended the ‘Proms in the Park’
event at our annual Gala.
- Hosted the Deputy Mayoress of Charnwood and her consort when they attended our Civic Service at Birstall Methodist Church,
followed by lunch in the Village Hall.
In year the staff team and Councillors organised three events, aimed at drawing people together and fostering a sense of
community in our Parish. The Birstall Gala, the Christmas event and the Civic Service and lunch to thank people who give their
time to provide services for our community.

The Gala and Christmas events once again proved popular and were well attended. We were not lucky weather wise for the
Gala but were overwhelmed by numbers who attended the Christmas event. Santa worked overtime and gave out over 500 gifts
to the children who visited him.

Achievements during the year have been:
- The Parish Council finally managed to resolve the long standing Health & Safety concern with the ditch on Meadow Lane by
working in partnership with Leicestershire County Council and Charnwood Borough Council Officers. The Clerk negotiated a
shared involvement with Charnwood Borough Council and Leicestershire County Council , whereby each authority paid £3,709
for the installation of the fence.
- Employed an Officer to enforce the Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) in place, regarding dogs on leads and dog fouling
on the Parish Council owned playing fields & Greengate Lane cemetery. As at 31 March 2017, 18 Fixed Penalty Notices have
been issued.
- installed a ‘Trim Trail’ activity and benches at Harrowgate Drive Playing Fields and a ‘zip –wire’ on
Meadow Lane Playing Fields to provide activity opportunities for the children in the parish
- Installed 13 new look notice boards to enhance the village and better display notices.
- Completely refurbished the Village Hall toilets for the use of all hirers
- Installed Security perimeter fencing to Harrowgate Drive Playing Fields to replace broken fencing
and assist in preventing Anti-Social Behaviour in this area.
- Ascertained by consultation the Community’s preference for the type of Christmas tree in 2016.
In line with the above consultation a Traditional Lit tree was installed and attracted many positive
comments.
- After continued negotiation and support from the Palmer-Tomkinson Trust, secured an extra
£150,000 of s.106 monies for the development of the Parish Council led project to build a
Community Hall on Hallam Fields
- During this financial year Grant Aid was approved by the Parish Council for four Birstall groups
amounting to £1,480
- Commissioned and set up a new and more user friendly website for the Parish Council
- Installed new and improved lighting to the exterior of the pavilion on School Lane Playing Fields.
- Refurbished the Sibson Road building
- Installed an extra CCTV camera on the Sibson Road car park following concerns relating to Anti-Social Behaviour.
Birstall Parish Council has continued to provide financial support to:
- The Youth Café, which continues to provide valuable services for our young people
- The Birstall & Wanlip Neighbourhood Watch, which contributes to the prevention of crime in our Community
- Age UK Ltd, to fund the Bath Nurse service for vulnerable elderly residents
- Our Local Beat Team, by providing a room for their exclusive use in the Sibson Road building.
- Community groups who are able to apply for Grant Funding from the Parish Council.
The Parish Council has in mind some future projects to progress in 2017/18:
- Refurbish the public toilets on School Lane Playing Fields.
- Refurbish the office Toilet and the Kitchenette in the Village Hall
- Re-decorate the Village Hall and renovate the Hall floor
- Redesign and create a new area in the Cemetery to replace the Rose Gardens
- Purchase a new pedestrian mower for the Estates Team
- To continue to progress the building of the Community Hall on Hallam Fields. This will
be a major project for the Parish Council
I do hope that readers of this report find it informative and that it provides some insight into your Parish Council’s activities
during 2016/2017. Please be aware that the Council is always willing to listen to your comments and suggestions. These can be
made in person at the office, by telephone, email or via the Council’s website. We do currently have vacancies for Councillors
and would be delighted if some of you would consider joining us.
Councillor Ann Marshall
Chair of Birstall Parish Council

Estates Team Manager’s Report—2016/2017
NEW MEMBER OF STAFF:
In May 2016 we welcomed a new member of staff to the Estates Team, Darren Bailey, his role
combines the duties of Groundsman and Enforcement Officer.
This past year has seen the Estates Team maintain all the Council’s sporting and amenity areas to
the high standards users have become accustomed to. In addition we have completed a number
of projects aimed at improving facilities in various areas.

SPORTS PITCHES:
BOWLS:
2016 was another successful one for the Bowling Club with the green being appreciated as one of
the best playing surfaces in the County. We continued with the maintenance regime initiated the
previous season, with minor adjustments to reflect the changes in soil composition, picked up
through regular analysis of soil samples. We completed a level survey recently which confirmed
that the playing surface is as true as when the new green was laid in 2012.
CRICKET:
Despite rather erratic rainfall throughout the Summer we managed to produce consistent wickets on both cricket squares. A
new cricket square mower has helped to improve the surface of the square.
FOOTBALL:
A slight reduction in the number of games played on School Lane, coupled with average rainfall through Autumn and Winter has
allowed us to produce excellent surfaces on all four football pitches. A new tractor-mounted mower has meant that the pitches
can be cut later on in Autumn and earlier in the new year. This, along with regular aeration, has meant that we have lost only
one weekend to inclement weather so far this season.
GALA:
As mentioned above the rain that we received last Summer was erratic with long dry periods interspersed with periods of heavy
rain. The heaviest of these happened to occur in late June immediately prior to the Gala weekend. It was an extremely difficult
decision I had to make to allow the fairground to set up on School Lane Playing Fields due to the softness of the ground. We
managed to facilitate the movement of the vehicles on and off the field with great difficulty and inevitably some serious damage
to the turf, which had to be remedied immediately to allow the cricket season to continue safely. This was one of the reasons
that led to the Gala being moved to the beginning of August.
ALLOTMENTS:
Due to the large number of vacant plots across all three of our allotment sites
the Council took the decision to cover these plots with weed suppressing
membrane. This means that any new tenant taking on a spare plot will not
have to deal with any unwanted vegetation and will mean less use of pesticides by the Estates Team. Also at the Greengate Lane allotment site the
Council has provided much needed parking facilities by way of a new car park
area.
CEMETERY:
As work continues to complete the renovation of the Garden of
Remembrance we have improved the area where memorials for the Glade
are sited by providing a paved area.

PLAYING FIELDS:
HARROWGATE DRIVE:
The wooden post and rail fence that forms the perimeter boundary
around Harrowgate Drive Playing Fields has been removed and
replaced with a steel palisade fence.
Also at Harrowgate Drive we have added to the existing range of play
equipment with the installation of a new trim trail.

SCHOOL LANE PLAYING FIELDS:
We have completed the frontage to School Lane Playing Fields car park
where we removed the existing furniture and installed stainless steel hooped
barriers.

MEADOW LANE PLAYING FIELDS:
At Meadow Lane Playing Fields the existing range of play equipment has
been augmented with a new zip wire.
On Meadow Lane itself we have improved the safety of drivers and
pedestrians alike by having a heavy duty steel fence installed along the ditch
by Meadow Lane Allotments.

NOTICEBOARDS:
We have also managed to replace all the existing wooden notice boards with lockable aluminium
models.

Andy Garland
Estates Team Manager

Report from the Youth Workers—Birstall Youth Café
This has been a busy year for the Youth Café, a long serving member of staff left us for pastures new,
who will be greatly missed, however, we have replaced him with Youth Workers who are just as keen and
enthusiastic, and provide an excellent service for the young people of Birstall, they are Mariea, Tara, Zarah
and Becci (Volunteer / Parish Councillor)
The Youth Café operated two nights per week, however, it was noticed that the number of attendees for
the Friday evenings was declining and so we consulted with the young people who attended the
Wednesday evening sessions, and their parents, asking them which night they would prefer other than a
Friday. The Popular choice was on a Monday evening and
so the Parish Council took the decision to change the
night to suit.
The change of day has encouraged more young people to
attend and we are seeing approximately 35—40 young
people attend each session, that’s over 70 young people
per week undertaking educational and fun activities in a
supervised arena.
The Young People are being encouraged to ’Eat Healthy’
and have cooking sessions making healthy soups, snacks
and pizzas. These have proved to be extremely popular.

The Youth Workers promoted the new
evening with the above poster and we
soon started to see the
numbers grow, we anticipate that this
will grow further during the warmer
months, where some outdoor activities
will be able to scheduled.
A popular theme is the ‘quiz nights’
games, and ‘Treasure Hunts’

A talk was given by PCSO Mark Butler about bullying, particularly online bullying, it was considered by the
Clerk and the Youth Workers that it was impossible to monitor all mobile phone usage during the sessions and so we decided to put it to parents that we would ban
mobile phone / tablet usage whilst their children were at the Youth Café. They
could bring them with them if they wanted to but they would have to hand them in
when they signed the register.
The Parents thought it a brilliant idea and were in total favour of this decision, they
were all concerned that their children were spending far too much time on their
phones, tablets and/or computers.

Valentines Day was a popular event where the young people made Stained Glass heart Shaped
Cookies, we’re not sure whether or not there was a recipient for any of these, it was evidenced that the
majority were eaten shortly after coming out of the oven!!

Another craft session was to make Salt Dough Christmas Decorations, and hand made soaps to give as
Christmas present, this activity was enjoyed by all.
A regular visitor to the Youth Café is PCSO Mark Butler, this
sessions was on Road Safety and Mobile Phone Safety. The Youth
Workers have valued the commitment of Leicestershire
Constabulary since the Youth Café came into being in 2009.

Birstall Parish Council are currently working with Leicester College
offering work experience for one of their students and assisting
with their coursework and the Parish Council would consider taking
more work experience students in the future.
The Youth Workers want to thank the Parish Council on behalf of all those that attend the
Youth Café for their investment in the young people of Birstall by giving them a safe place
to have fun and learn new and exciting things.
Thank you.

The Parish Council Team as at 31 March 2017
The Councillors:
Birstall Parish Council should have 20 Councillors in total when all posts are full. At the end of the
2016/17 year, there are 17 Councillors leaving 3 vacancies, these are regularly advertised with a view to
filling the positions.
Full Council meetings are held 11 times a year, on the first Monday of the month (where able due to bank
holidays) at 7:00pm in the Village Hall. Members of the public are invited to attend. The Annual Parish
Council meeting is held in May of each year.
There are 4 sub-committees:
♦

Management & Policy Committee

♦

Planning Committee

♦

Estates & Recreation Committee

♦

Gala & Civic Functions Committee

A working party has been created to progress the development of the Hallam Fields Community Hall. The
working party consists of Chair and Vice Chair of the Council, Chair of Planning Committee and the Chair
of the Estates & Recreation Committee. This Working party will deliver a report to full Council along with
any requests/recommendations that require a decision.
The Staff Team:
The Council employs 13 members of staff.
Office Staff:
♦

Clerk / Responsible Financial Officer / Proper Officer

♦

Deputy Clerk

♦

Administration Assistant

Estates Team:
♦

Estates Team Manager

♦

Senior Groundsman

♦

Enforcement Officer / Groundsman

♦

Sexton/Groundsman

♦

2 x Groundsmen

♦

Caretaker/Cleaner

Youth Team:
♦

2 x Youth Workers

♦

1 x Apprentice Youth Worker

Parish Councillors representing Birstall by Ward
Goscote Ward: West of Loughborough Road between Station Road and Greengate Lane
Mr Robert Dickinson
Mr Umer Javaid
Mr John Jenkins
Mr Roy Rollings
VACANCY
Greengate Ward: West of Loughborough Road north of Greengate Lane, including Hallam Fields
Mr Pete Barnsby
Mr Tony Fowler
Mr Ed Marshall
Mr Chris Morgan
Miss Shona Rattray
VACANCY

Netherhall Ward: East of Loughborough Road including Sibson Road (evens), Church Hill & Front Street
Mr Tony Abbey
Mrs Christine Geschke
Mrs Ann Marshall

Riverside Ward: Whiles Lane and the all roads on the east side of Wanlip Lane
Mrs Mary Allen
Mr Julian Howe
VACANCY
Stonehill Ward: Between Loughborough Road & Wanlip Lane including the shops’ side of Sibson Road
Mrs Sheila Alcock
Mrs Lorraine Harrison
Mrs Becci Thorpe

How to contact your Parish Councillor?.......
Telephone: 0116 267 6191—your details will passed onto the appropriate Councillor who will contact you directly.
Email: admin@birstallpc.org.uk—Your email will be forwarded to the appropriate Councillor for them to contact you.
Post: send your letter into the Parish Council offices, including your contact details. This will be forwarded onto the
addressee who will contact you.

UNAUDITED Income & Expenditure— year ending 31.3.17
Income and Expenditure Account
31/03/16

31/03/17

£

£
INCOME

375,831
81,759
10,739
2,061
8,787
12,100
7,083

Precept
Fees Receivable
Gala & Civic Functions Income
Interest Received
Rents Receivable
Refundable Deposits
Other Income

379,555
92,757
8,051
968
9,452
12,450
24,983

498,360

TOTAL INCOME

528,216

EXPENDITURE
210,643
4,278
23,706
90,918
12,850
86,918
9,008
42,121
2,024
25

Staff Costs
Cemetery Expenditure
Gala and Civic Functions Expenditure
Other Expenditure
Refunded Deposits
Estates Expenditure
Youth Initiatives
Utilities
Capital Expenditure
Fees Refunded

235,501
7,779
22,817
165,278
13,150
67,532
9,432
36,234
1,559
153

482,491

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

559,434

341,960
498,360

Balance as at 01/04/16
Add Total Income

357,829
528,216

Deduct Total Expenditure

886,045
559,434

840,320
482,491
0.00
0
357,829

Stock Adjustment
Transfer to/ from reserves
Balance as at 31/03/17

0.00
0
326,611

UNAUDITED Balance Sheet as at 31.3.17
Consolidated Balance Sheet
31/03/16

31/03/17

£

£
Long Term assets
0
0
0

Investments
Long Term Debts
TOTAL LONG TERM ASSETS

0
0
0

Current assets
0
0
0
0
6,407
7,445
0
351,885

Investments
Loans Made
Investments
Stocks
VAT Recoverable
Debtors
Payment in Advance
Cash in Hand & at Bank

25,838
0
0
0
5,708
5,123
0
301,557

365,736

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS

338,225

365,736

TOTAL ASSETS

338,225

Current liabilities
0
0
0
7,907
0
7,907
357,829
0
0
0
357,829

Loans Received
Temporary Borrowing
VAT Payable
Creditors
Receipts in Advance
TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES
TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT
Long Term Borrowing
Deferred Liabilities
Deferred Credits
NET ASSETS

0
0
0
11,614
0
11,614
326,611
0
0
0
326,611

Represented by
357,829
357,829

General Fund

326,611
326,611

Charnwood Borough Councillors for Birstall as at 31 March 2017
Mr Iain Bentley (Conservative)
cllr.iain.bentley@charnwood.gov.uk
Mr David Gaskell (Conservative)
cllr.david.gaskell@charnwood.gov.uk
Ms Renata Jones (Conservative)
cllr.renata.jones@charnwood.gov.uk

Watermead Ward
Watermead Ward
Wanlip Ward
Wanlip Ward

VACANCY

Leicestershire County Councillor for Birstall as at 31 March 2017
Mr Iain Bentley (Conservative) iain. bentley@leics.gov.uk

Your Member of Parliament
Mr Edward Argar, MP
Westminster Office:

MP House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA—020 7219 8140

Constituency Office:

Unit 3, Suite 28, Q Estate, Off Melton Road, Queniborough, LE7 3FP

Email:

office@edwardargar.org.uk
Birstall Parish Council - Local Authorities Responsibilities Matrix – Who Deals with What?

Birstall Parish Council is committed to assisting residents with local issues and the officers aim to help at all times. They are
able to deal immediately with any issues relating to the Parish Council’s land or property or any of the
Parish Council’s services or functions. Sometimes, however, the concern or complaint is not part of the Parish Council’s remit,
and relates to a function or responsibility of another authority, we can then either refer you to
report directly to that authority or we may be able to report your concern's online.
To assist you in determining which authority you need to contact, please see the below for your information.

Birstall Parish Council

Charnwood Borough Council

Leicestershire County Council

Tel: 0116 267 6191

Tel: 01509 263151

Tel: 0116 232 3232

Allotments

Council Tax Collection

Bus passes for the over 60’s

Cemetery’s

Dog / Litter Bin Collections

Education & Schools

Consultee on local planning

Economic Development

Fire Service and community safety

Grants to help local organisations

Electoral Services

Heritage

Play Areas & Play Equipment

Environmental Services (noise & pest control)

Highways, potholes, signs, gritting & bus shelters

Public clocks

Help & Support for businesses

Libraries, recreation, arts, museums

Village Hall – venue hire

Housing Services

Lighting – Highways & footways

Hanging baskets

Issuing & collecting fines

On street parking permits

Car park areas

Licensing

Police

Public Toilets on Stonehill Avenue

Listed Building Control

Public rights of way, footpaths & bridleways

Sports pitches on School Lane

Planning Services

Social services

Recycling, food waste & waste
collections

Trading Standards

Restaurant & Takeaway Inspections
Sport & Leisure

Traffic & Transport including road safety
Waste recycling centres
Youth development & services

Street Cleaning & dealing with fly tipping
Tree Preservation

Street Wardens

