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Annual Report 2018/2019—The Chairman’s’ Remarks
Birstall Parish Council has had its usual busy and varied year in 2018/2019. The Annual Report is a
vehicle to provide our residents with a summary of the projects and activities that the Parish Council and
its staff has undertaken.
It hardly seems possible that the shocking incident of the gas explosion in Allington Drive took place as
long ago as December 2017. It took a considerable time for the repairs to the houses of affected
residents to be completed. However, all residents who wished to, have now been able to return to their
homes. The two houses which were destroyed are soon to be rebuilt. Birstall Parish Council made the
Village Hall available at the time of the incident and for two meetings shortly after, so that those
affected could voice their concerns and be given information from the investigators. The Parish Council
is taking forward a project to create a garden in memory of Janet Jasper, who sadly lost her life as a result of the explosion and is working with her husband John and Leicestershire County Council to achieve
this.
The Parish Council took the lead in organising, with partners, renovations to the War Memorial and the
surrounding area in time for the Centenary of the end of WWI. Charnwood Borough Council was responsible for the cleaning
of the memorial and the pointing up of the granite wall. Birstall Parish Council installed extra hand rails and safety markers to
the steps. The Birstall Flower Club planted the two crescent shaped beds facing the memorial. Painting of the fences and
gates was voluntarily undertaken by two parishioners. The work certainly improved the whole aspect and many positive
comments were received.
There has been movement amongst Parish Councillors during the year, with some retiring or resigning and others joining,
who we were pleased to welcome (see list of Councillors as at 31 March 2019 on Page 9). All Parish Councillors give their
time freely for the benefit of our Parish, both at full Council meetings and also at Committees and events.
The Parish Council were also pleased to help a bereaved family commemorate the loss of their 16 year old son Dylan, who
sadly lost his life in a road traffic accident in Birstall. The Estates Team installed their donated picnic bench outside the Youth
Café and the Parish Council mounted a commemorative plaque honouring the memory of Dylan. The picnic bench is a very
popular meeting site for families and teenagers.
The Parish Council staff work hard to deliver the services provided by the Council and certainly deserve our thanks for their
efforts. The Estates Team Manager has provided a report of his teams activities on pages 4 & 5, as has the Youth team on
pages 6 & 7. The office staff have a very busy time ensuring that the Council is run smoothly and the decisions made by
Councillors are implemented, we could not manage without them. Birstall Parish Council is a large organisation and we rely
on teamwork in order to function effectively.
The Parish Council continued to lend its support to local organisations and worked with external partners, in order to enhance
and encourage services which benefit our residents, these include:
- The Youth Café and Youth Workers who continue to provide valuable, and well used services for our younger
residents
- The Birstall & Wanlip Neighbourhood Watch, who contribute to the prevention of crime in our Community
- Age UK Ltd, to fund the Bath Nurse service for vulnerable elderly residents
- Our Local Beat Team, by providing a room for their exclusive use in the Sibson Road building.
- Community groups who are able to apply for Grant Funding from the Parish Council.
- Hampers were delivered at Christmas by Parish Councillors to some elderly residents, and Councillors agreed a new
method of encouraging nominations for extra recipients to further develop this initiative.
As the elected Chair of Birstall Parish Council it is my role to chair Council meetings and to represent the Council at Civic and
local events. It is a privilege to meet those people who are involved in our community and are committed to running groups
and providing activities for residents. During 2018/2019 I attended thirteen such events.
I also had the honour of laying a wreath on behalf of the Parish Council at the War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday. This
was a special year commemorating the centenary of the end of WWI.
Three Community events were again organised in year for the benefit of residents by Councillors and staff.
- The Annual Summer Gala
- The Civic Service and Lunch to thank people who give up their time to provide valuable community services
- The Christmas event
These events were well attended and many positive comments were received, which makes all the hard work worthwhile.

During 2018/2019 Birstall Parish Council’s achievements are as follows:
- Replaced the ceiling tiles in the Village Hall and installed improved lighting
- Installed a projector and screen in the Village Hall for use by the Council and groups
- Re-furbished the staff toilets in the Council offices
- Re-furbished the kitchenette in the Village Hall for use by hirers
- Re-furbished the public toilets on School Lane playing fields
- Completed Phase I of the fencing at Meadow Lane allotment site
- Re-furbished the toilets at Greengate Lane Cemetery
- Worked with partners to renovate the War Memorial and surrounding areas to commemorate the centenary of the
end of WWI
- Installed a memorial bench on Sibson Road car park to commemorate the Centenary of the end of WWI generously
funded by the Edith Murphy Foundation
- Grant Aid was approved by Councillors for four local groups amounting to £2,040
- Improvements to the Greengate Lane Cemetery carried out by the Estates Team
(see report on pages 4 & 5)

Finally….
- Managed to progress the building of the Hallam Fields Community Hall so that
contractors could be on site in April 2019.

Projects planned to be undertaken in 2019/2020:
- Complete and open the new Community Hall on Hallam Fields by the end of 2019.
- Create new posts for caretakers / cleaners for the Community Hall
- Carry out improvements to the BMX track and Skatepark area on Meadow Lane playing fields
- Re-name the Sibson Road building in memory of our former Vice Chair Robert Dickinson
- Carry out Phase II of the perimeter fencing to Meadow Lane allotment site.
- Re-surface safety areas around play equipment on all three playing fields
- Replace some play equipment and purchase extra where required
- put money aside for the next three years to purchase a replacement Estates vehicle.
- Purchase required Estates machinery and equipment.
- budgeted for necessary structural repair work to the frontage of the Council Office building
The Parish Council is always appreciative of feedback and suggestions from residents. These can be made in person at the office,
by telephone, email or via the Parish Council’s website. Residents are also welcome to attend Council and Committee meetings
and speak in Public Participation. Dates and times of the meetings can be found on the Council’s notice boards and website.
Residents are also cordially invited to attend the Annual Parish meeting at which their views can be expressed directly to Parish
Councillors
It is always a useful exercise to look back over the previous year, to acknowledge its ups and downs and to celebrate successes.
I do hope that the Annual Report provides you with an insight into the work of your Parish Council. We shall continue to strive to
serve you well over the next year.

Councillor Ann Marshall
Chair of Birstall Parish Council

Estates Team Manager’s Report—2018/2019
The Summer of 2018 will long be remembered as the joint warmest on record. Temperatures were equal to or above the norm
throughout the late Spring and Summer months. This, coupled with exceptionally low rainfall totals (less than 50% of average)
meant that growing conditions were restricted from May through to September. The only automatic irrigation system is installed
on the bowling green and all other areas have to be irrigated by travelling sprinkler or hand watering.
SPORTS PITCHES:
BOWLS:

Although we managed to maintain the playing surface of the bowling green throughout the season the drought
conditions meant that other important operations such as aeration and compaction relief could not be carried
out as planned. These operations have been prioritised for the forthcoming season and, thus far, the weather
has allowed us to make excellent progress in preparation for the start of play in April.

CRICKET:

The wet early Spring meant that we could carry out extensive and effective pre-season rolling of both cricket
squares. This ensured that the early season wickets were straightforward to prepare but as the drought
intensified and grass growth ground to a halt extra irrigation was required to ensure a safe playing surface. The
continued fine weather did mean that no fixtures were lost throughout the season.

FOOTBALL:

The continuing dry conditions (only December has seen above average rainfall since April) has meant that no
fixtures have been lost during the season. We have managed to maintain all 4 pitches to an excellent standard
through the winter and into spring which should mean a relatively easy transition from football to cricket in
early May.

GALA:

After last year’s experiment in changing the date of the Gala from late June to August (in the hope of getting
drier weather) we reverted to the original timing this year. As it happens the only weather-related factor in
holding the event was the parched state of the ground! Please note that this year’s Gala is being held on
Saturday 22nd June.

OTHER AREAS:
CEMETERY:

We have completed the hard landscaping
at the new Garden of Remembrance at
Greengate Cemetery by paving the
central area with limestone slabs and
fitting four new memorial benches:

HARROWGATE DRIVE PLAYING FIELDS ENTRANCE:
We have installed the final section of close-boarded fence to the entrance to
Harrowgate Drive Playing Fields

MEMORIAL PICNIC BENCH & PLAQUE:
The Estates Team were honoured to work with a bereaved family who had
identified an area for their memorial picnic bench to be installed in memory
of their son Dylan. We slabbed the area and securely installed the picnic
bench and the Parish Council provided a memorial plaque which installed at
the same time. This area is a popular meeting place for young people and
families and keeps the memory of Dylan in everyone’s hearts.

ALLOTMENTS:
After having new entrance gates installed at Meadow Lane
Allotments last year we have removed the existing post and wire boundary
fencing on the northern side and replaced it with palisade fencing, this was
Phase I of a three year project for the Parish Council.
After the palisade fencing was installed we built a path along the inside of the
fence to allow access for any necessary maintenance and hedge cutting,
tenants are asked to
keep this area clear.

Further sections of
palisade fencing are due to be installed at Worcester Avenue Allotment
site (eastern boundary to
Watermead Country Park) and Greengate Lane Allotments (entrance adjacent to 96 Greengate Lane).

NEW BUILDING – ESTATES YARD:
After a health & safety review we have erected a metal building in the
Estates Yard specifically to house all our spraying
equipment. The building includes a pesticides cabinet and ample room for
all our spraying equipment and supplies:

WAR MEMORIAL:
The Estates Team took forward the Parish
Council led project by working alongside
Charnwood Borough Council to refurbish the
War Memorial in time for 100th anniversary
of the end of WWI.
Handrails were manufactured to match the
existing ones, repairs were made to the
surface of the worn steps and high grip
nosing's were installed.

WILDFLOWER PLANTING SCHEMES:
After successfully trialling a wildflower area in 2017 we are expanding the areas planted this year to include the triangle
roundabout. Seeding will take place week commencing 25th March 2019. Over 600 daffodil bulbs were removed during the
year from the roundabout to allow for the wildflower setting. The Daffodil bulbs have all been replanted in the Cemetery.

Andy Garland
Estates Team Manager

Birstall Youth Café—Youth Workers Report—2018/2019
Birstall Parish Council employ five Youth Workers who are all DBS checked and bring a wide and diverse range of
skills to the Youth Café, they are Mariea, Tara, Zara, Lucy and Patrick. We are also pleased to be able to assist one
young person with their Duke of Edinburgh Award. Sophie has become a valuable volunteer assistant to the Youth
Workers. The Youth Café has also welcomed two new Parish Councillors as volunteers at the Youth Café, they are
Councillors Kirsty Haywood and Simon Oates, both have brought some wonderful and exciting ideas for the forthcoming months.
Who we cater for: The Youth Café open on Monday and Wednesday evenings from
4:00pm—8:00pm and cater for 8—12 year olds.
What activities do we do:
The Youth Café arranges a variety of activities depending on the seasons. During the
Winter months the activities are indoor based, such as cooking and crafts, making our
own Christmas decorations, organising Christmas Parties and film nights after making our
own pop corn, We also receive regular educational visits from Birstall’s Local Beat Police
Officers and the Fire & Rescue Officers.
During the Summer the Parish Council supported the running of a summer club for three
weeks during the school holidays from 3pm—8pm. We created our own outdoor activities
such as Rounders and football and hula hoops and we also cooked our own healthy meals
for teatime, such as Spaghetti Bolognese, lasagne, Fajitas, Pizza and even tried out some
Gluten free products and in the process learning why some people could only eat those
products.
The Youth Workers assisted a group of young people to make a list of the all of the
ingredients required to make the meals for the week on a set budget for the Summer Club. Then they all walked
into the village to find and buy the ingredients on their shopping lists. One of the young people said she felt “grown
-up” being given the responsibility.
The young people created personalized decorations for the nature
corner. It is now complete and is
bursting with vibrant colours. The
young people have upcycled
materials to create this and have
done a brilliant job doing so.

Towards the end of each term we like to do a movie night to
relax the young people before they start school. They
watched ‘The Greatest Showman’ which was their choice,
followed by homemade popcorn and nachos.

The Youth Café still operates a
‘no technology’ policy for their
sessions. This idea was approved
of by parents and it encourages
participation in much more
interesting and healthier activities.

The young people took part in lots of craft/art activities over the festive period. They
enjoyed creating glittering snow globes and sparkling Christmas LED bottles from upcycled jars and bottles. They also had fun making Christmas wish lists, inspired by the
concept of a message in a bottle. The young people crafted their own 12 Days of
Christmas calendars to take home, complete with chocolate/sweets hidden behind the
doors! Additionally, the children painted their own personalised Christmas baubles to
hang on their Christmas trees.
After the Christmas period, we began to look forward to the
spring. The young people made a number of bird-feeders to place
in their gardens and help the local wildlife to thrive. We celebrated
the Chinese New Year-the spring festival celebration/Year of the
Pig by decorating the Youth Café with Chinese lanterns. To promote inclusion and a sense of
belonging, we encouraged new attendees to the Youth Café to draw and paint their own self
-portraits to display on a wall in the Youth Café. The young people’s self-portraits now sit
alongside existing self-portraits which were made children who have already attended. For
Valentine’s Day, the children made beautiful bunches of flowers from upcycled plastic
shopping bags. They also made Valentine’s Day cards to show love and appreciation to their
loved ones.
Science was incorporated into sessions through upcycling old CD’s to create mini hovercrafts. The hovercrafts
taught the young people that the force of air from balloons can enable CDs to hover and race along. The young
people also enjoyed exploring the properties of solids and liquids, through making ‘oobleck’ from a mixture of
corn flour and water and melting plastic pellets to form random shapes. The children also enjoyed working with
textiles to create their own fashionable pencil cases from scratch, using felt, Velcro and ribbons.
We have cooked a selection of both sweet and savoury dishes this
quarter. Through taking part in cooking activities, the children were
able to develop kitchen skills such as cutting, peeling, whisking and
mixing. For some of our new attendees, this was a completely new
experience. The young people learned about the importance of kitchen
hygiene, ensuring they sanitised the food preparation area, washed
their hands properly, tied back long hair back, and wore aprons. The
children also worked as a team to clear away, wash and dry-up. Many
children get the opportunity to taste things they have never had before
at the Youth Cafe. The dishes made included meatballs with pasta,
winter vegetable soup, muffins, mozzarella dippers, chicken and
vegetable stir-fry, marshmallow snow men and trifles. Moreover, as
part of our annual Christmas celebrations we all sat down together to
enjoy a full Christmas dinner. We were also joined by some of the
parents and our local PCSO, Mark Butler, who we would like to give
extra thanks to for providing an extra set of hands. We all enjoyed
each other’s company, singing Christmas carols and pulling Christmas
crackers together.
The young people utilised the facilities in the games room and enjoyed playing pool, table tennis, the XBOX and
ping pong. They made good use of the selection of board games such as snakes and ladders, Ball pong, Battle
Attack and cup stacking races. The children also had to use their listening and communication skills to draw
whilst they were blindfolded, listening keenly to instructions given by their partner. They also played a key game
whereby they had to collect a noisy bunch of keys without making a sound whilst a blindfolded volunteer
guessed who took them. Due to the cold, dark evenings, the children made use of a small section of the games
room to play different variations of football, using a soft ball.
Attendance of young people for the year was 1079, broken down as shown below:
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32
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The Parish Council Team as at 31 March 2019
The Councillors:
Birstall Parish Council should have 20 Councillors in total when all posts are full. At the end of the
2018/19 year, there are 18 Councillors leaving 2 vacancies, these are regularly advertised with a view to
filling the positions.
Full Council meetings are held 11 times a year, on the second Monday of the month (where able due to
bank holidays) at 7:00pm in the Village Hall. Members of the public are invited to attend. The Annual
Parish Council meeting is held in May of each year.
There are 4 sub-committees:


Management & Policy Committee



Planning Committee



Estates & Recreation Committee



Events Committee

A working party has been created to progress the development of the Hallam Fields Community Hall. The
working party consists of Chair and Vice Chair of the Council, Chair of the Planning Committee and the
Chair of the Estates & Recreation Committee. This Working party delivers updates to the full Council
along with any requests/recommendations that require a decision.
The Staff Team:
The Council employs 16 members of staff.
Office Staff:


Clerk / Responsible Financial Officer / Proper Officer



Deputy Clerk



Administration Assistant

Estates Team:


Estates Team Manager



Senior Groundsman / Health & Safety Officer



Enforcement Officer / Groundsman



3 x Groundsman



Caretaker/Cleaner

Youth Team:


5 x Youth Workers



1 x Apprentice Youth Worker



3 x Volunteer Youth Workers

Parish Councillors representing Birstall by Ward
Goscote Ward: West of Loughborough Road between Station Road and Greengate Lane
Mr Carl Gunns
Mr Keith Hampton
Mr Umer Javaid

Email: admin@birstallpc.org.uk
Email: cllr.keith.hampton@birstallpc.org.uk
Email: cllr.umer.javaid@birstallpc.org.uk

Mr Simon Oates
VACANCY

Email: cllr.simon.oates@birstallpc.org.uk

Greengate Ward: West of Loughborough Road north of Greengate Lane, including Hallam Fields
Mr Pete Barnsby

Email: cllr.pete.barnsby@birstallpc.org.uk

Mr Tony Fowler
Mr Ed Marshall
Mr Chris Morgan

Email: cllr.tony.fowler@birstallpc.org.uk
Email: cllr.ed.marshall@birstallpc.org.uk
Email: admin@birstallpc.org.uk

Ms Kirsty Haywood
VACANCY

Email: cllr.kirsty.haywood@birstallpc.org.uk

Netherhall Ward: East of Loughborough Road including Sibson Road (evens), Church Hill & Front Street
Mr Tony Abbey
Mrs Christine Geschke
Mrs Ann Marshall

Email: cllr.tony.abbey@birstallpc.org.uk
Email: admin@birstallpc.org.uk
Email: cllr.ann.marshall@birstallpc.org.uk

Riverside Ward: Whiles Lane and the all roads on the east side of Wanlip Lane
Mr Jeff Cassidy
Mr Norman Cutting

Email: admin@birstallpc.org.uk
Email: admin@birstallpc.org.uk

Mr Julian Howe

Email: admin@birstallpc.org.uk

Stonehill Ward: Between Loughborough Road & Wanlip Lane including the shops’ side of Sibson Road
Mrs Sheila Alcock

Email: admin@birstallpc.org.uk

Mrs Lorraine Harrison
Mr Mark Bollard

Email: admin@birstallpc.org.uk
Email: admin@birstallpc.org.uk

How to contact your Parish Councillor?.......
Telephone: 0116 267 6191—your details will passed onto the appropriate Councillor who will contact you directly.
Email:

admin@birstallpc.org.uk—Your email will be forwarded to the appropriate Councillor for them to contact
you or you can email them direct using the email addresses above.

Post:

send your letter into the Parish Council offices, including your contact details. This will be forwarded
onto the addressee who will contact you directly or refer your concern to the Clerk.

UNAUDITED Income & Expenditure— year ending 31.3.19
Income and Expenditure Account (UNAUDITED)
31/03/18
£

31/03/19
£

INCOME
379,479

Precept

381,494

100,366

Fees Receivable

107,544

6,478

Gala & Civic Functions Income

4,999

84

Interest Received

1,152

8,523

Rents Receivable

8,658

9,230

Refundable Deposits

11,969

Other Income

32,595

10,020
514,180

TOTAL INCOME

548,410

Staff Costs

255,110

EXPENDITURE
237,222
4,941

Cemetery Expenditure

6,520

23,019

Gala and Civic Functions Expenditure

84,684

Other Expenditure

115,742

14,325

Refunded Deposits

15,008

99,961

Estates Expenditure

57,037

15,952

Youth Initiatives

17,146

42,659

Utilities

40,456

2,109
583

Capital Expenditure
Fees Refunded

25,757

4,699
270

525,455

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

537,745

326,611

Balance as at 01/04/19

315,336

514,180

Add Total Income

548,410

840,791

863,746

525,455
0.00
0

Deduct Total Expenditure
Stock Adjustment
Transfer to/ from reserves

537,745
0.00
0

315,336

Balance as at 31/03/19

326,001

UNAUDITED Balance Sheet as at 31.3.19
Consolidated Balance Sheet (UNAUDITED)
31/03/18

31/03/19

£

£
Fixed assets
Operational

2,353,886
389,534
9,000
2,752,420

Land & Buildings
Vehicles, Plant, Furniture & Equipment
Community Assets

2,353,886
389,534
9,000

TOTAL FIXED ASSETS

2,752,420

Long Term assets
0
0

Investments
Long Term Debts

0
0

0

TOTAL LONG TERM ASSETS

0

Current assets
84,833
0
0
0
3,736
10,853
0
224,953
324,374
3,076,795

Investments
Loans Made
Investments
Stocks
VAT Recoverable
Debtors
Payment in Advance
Cash in Hand & at Bank

85,638
0
0
0
4,703
15,153
0
228,808

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS

334,302

TOTAL ASSETS

3,086,723

Current liabilities
0
0
0
9,038
0
9,038
3,067,757
0
0
0
3,067,757

Loans Received
Temporary Borrowing
VAT Payable
Creditors
Receipts in Advance

0
0
0
8,300
0

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES

8,300

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES
Long Term Borrowing
Deferred Liabilities
Deferred Credits

3,078,422
0
0
0

NET ASSETS

3,078,422

General Fund

326,001

Represented by
315,336
315,336

326,001

Charnwood Borough Councillors for Birstall as at 31 March 2019
Mr Iain Bentley (Conservative)
cllr.iain.bentley@charnwood.gov.uk
Mr David Gaskell (Conservative)
cllr.david.gaskell@charnwood.gov.uk
Ms Shona Rattray (Conservative)
cllr.shona.rattray@charnwood.gov.uk
Mr Roy Rollings (Conservative)
cllr.roy.rollings@charnwood.gov.uk

Watermead Ward
Watermead Ward
Wanlip Ward
Wanlip Ward

Leicestershire County Councillor for Birstall as at 31 March 2019
Mr Iain Bentley (Conservative) iain.bentley@leics.gov.uk

Your Member of Parliament
Mr Edward Argar, MP
Westminster Office:

MP House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA—020 7219 8140

Constituency Office:

Suite 26, Unit 3, Q Estate, 1487 Melton Road, Queniborough, LE7 3FP

Email:

office@edwardargar.org.uk

Tel:

0116 269 3789

Birstall Parish Council - Local Authorities Responsibilities Matrix – Who Deals with What?
Birstall Parish Council is committed to assisting residents with local issues and the officers aim to help at all times. They are
able to deal immediately with any issues relating to the Parish Council’s land or property or any of the Parish Council’s services
or functions. Sometimes, however, the concern or complaint is not part of the Parish Council’s remit, and relates to a function
or responsibility of another authority, we can provide contact details for you to report directly to that authority or in certain
circumstances we may be able to report your concern's online.

Birstall Parish Council

Charnwood Borough Council

Leicestershire County Council

Tel: 0116 267 6191

Tel: 01509 263151

Tel: 0116 232 3232

Allotments

Council Tax Collection

Bus passes for the over 60’s

Cemetery’s

Dog / Litter Bin Collections

Education & Schools

Consultee on local planning

Economic Development

Fire Service and community safety

Grants to help local organisations

Electoral Services

Heritage

5 x Play Areas & Play Equipment

Environmental Services (noise & pest
control)

Highways, potholes, signs, gritting & bus shelters

Public clock
Village Hall – venue hire
Day Centre—venue hire
School Lane Pavilion—venue hire
Sibson Road Building—venue hire
Hanging baskets
3 x Car park areas

Help & Support for businesses
Housing Services
Issuing & collecting fines
Licensing
Listed Building Control
Planning Services

Public Toilets on Stonehill Avenue

Recycling, food waste & waste
collections

Sports pitches on School Lane

Libraries, recreation, arts, museums
Lighting – Highways & footways
On street parking permits
Police
Public rights of way, footpaths & bridleways
Social services
Trading Standards
Traffic & Transport including road safety

Restaurant & Takeaway Inspections

Waste recycling centres

Birstall Youth Café—8—11 year olds

Sport & Leisure

Youth development & services

14 x Notice Boards

Street Cleaning & dealing with fly tipping

Street Wardens

1 x donated Wooden Bus Shelter on Wanlip
Lane
Christmas decorations
3 x owned defibrillators
Dog Enforcement on Parish Council land

Tree Preservation

