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Birstall Parish Council—The Chairman’s Report
It hardly seems possible that another year has passed and it is time for Birstall Parish Council to
produce it’s Annual Report for residents.
This time it is written as we are all engulfed in battling the pandemic caused by the Coronavirus. It is, of
course, necessary for Birstall Parish Council to make changes to it’s normal functioning in order to comply
with Government guidelines. Our office is closed to the public, as are our playing fields and play areas.
Staff are either working from home or their activities are strictly limited. It is encouraging to see the
upsurge of help being offered to those residents who are vulnerable or in isolation, as Birstall once again
shows its community spirit. Birstall Parish Council is liaising and working with organisations to provide
help and support where it can.
There is much to report on from the year 2019/2020 and this report contains a flavour of Birstall
Parish Councils activities and projects. As always this is made possible by our hard working staff and the
effective decisions made by our Parish Councillors. The keyword is teamwork. Our Estates Team Manager has provided a report of his teams activities (see pages 4 & 5), as have our Youth Workers (see pages 6 & 7).
Birstall Parish Council’s continued working with local organisations and other partners remains an essential component of
encouraging and enhancing services, which benefit the residents of our Parish. Some of these are as follows:


The Birstall & Wanlip Neighbourhood Watch, to support their work in crime prevention for the Community



Our Local Police Beat Team, to whom we allocate a secure room in the Robert Dickinson building.



Age UK Ltd, through whom we fund a bathing service for vulnerable elderly residents at the Day Centre



Youth Workers are employed by Birstall Parish Council who deliver valuable activities for our younger residents



Community groups who are able to apply can take advantage of Grant Aid from Birstall Parish Councils community chest

The Council provided and Parish Councillors delivered Christmas Hampers to a number of our elderly residents. This is something which Councillors greatly enjoy doing and the hampers are always well received.
In my role as elected Chair of Birstall Parish Council I attended fourteen separate events in 2019/2020. Representing the
Parish Council is a real privilege and it is always a pleasure to meet the people involved. Four events in particular stand out:


The ‘Ground Breaking’ to mark the commencement of the building of Hallam Fields Hall, then on 3 January 2020 to open the
completed new build



attending the service at Leicester Cathedral to commemorate the 75th Anniversary of
D-Day



In August, to be present with Nila Dickinson and her family to re-name the Sibson Road
building as the Robert Dickinson building. This was in memory of Nila’s husband Robert,
who was Vice Chair of Birstall Parish Council



In December, to open the Allington Drive Memorial Garden as a permanent reminder of the
devastating gas explosion which took place in December 2017

Three Community events were again organised in year for the benefit of residents by Councillors
and staff.


The Annual Summer Gala



The Civic Service and Lunch to thank some of the people who give up their time to run the
many groups and activities available in our Parish



The Christmas event

These events always prove popular with those who attend and the many positive comments are much appreciated.
During 2019/2020 Birstall Parish Council’s achievements are as follows:


finally and with much relief ensured the completion of the Hallam Fields Hall and held the official opening



Appointed two new staff members to undertake caretaking duties at Hallam Fields Hall



Completed some external refurbishment of the Sibson Road building and renamed it as the Robert Dickinson building



Renewed the soft play safety surfaces surrounding the play equipment on School Lane, Harrowgate Drive and Meadow
Lane Playing Fields



Purchased a new tractor and mower for the Estates Team



Replaced fencing at one side of the Worcester Avenue allotment site after damage had been caused



Completed and opened the Memorial Garden at Allington Drive. The
occasion was filmed by the BBC and ITV and was broadcast that evening



Completed necessary structural repair work to the frontage of our
Council offices



Completed the first stage of improvements to the BMX Bike Track in
Meadow Lane playing fields



Monies from the community chest budget were approved by Councillors to
two local groups totalling £2,297



Parish Councillors delivered 15 Christmas hampers to vulnerable and elderly
residents



Created a very popular Wildflower bed on the roundabout at the triangle



This year also marked the 10th Anniversary of Birstall Youth Café. The
Youth Workers and young people arranged an open day to celebrate the
occasion. I was pleased to be able to attend as Chair of Birstall Parish
Council with Vice Chair, Councillor Tony Abbey and Councillor Kirsty
Haywood who volunteers at the Youth Café.

Projects planned to be undertaken in 2020/2021:


Complete Phase II of the perimeter fence on Meadow Lane allotment site



Complete the agreed improvements to the BMX track already budgeted for



Create new wildflower beds at the Greengate Lane Junction

There are other projects waiting in the wings, which may not all be undertaken due to a reduction of income and lack of staff
time, these are:



Modification of the entrance door and ramp at Birstall Village Hall to improve disabled access.



Make improvements to the skateboard area on Meadow Lane playing fields



Replace some play equipment and purchase extra where required

Councillors will make decisions regarding these as and when money is available. Grants will be applied for wherever possible.

It is really pleasing, when bringing the Parish Council’s activities together in the Annual Report, to see how much has actually
been achieved during 2019/2020. The Parish Council functions to serve the residents of Birstall and to maintain the areas and
services it is responsible for, (see list of services on the back page). Constructive feedback and suggestions from residents is
welcomed. This can be in person at the Council offices or by attending Council or Committee meetings to speak in Public
Participation, by telephone, email or via the Councils website and facebook page. Personal contact is currently suspended due to
the follow the rules during the Covid 19 pandemic.

I do hope that you find this report informative. Birstall Parish Council hopes all residents remain safe and well until the
Coronavirus pandemic has been defeated.

Councillor Ann Marshall
Chair of Birstall Parish Council

Estates Team Manager’s Report—2019/2020
As usual the weather has played a major part in influencing the past year for the Estates Team. The Spring and early Summer
were very dry and the rains only came in June just in time for the Gala! The rain was infrequent but persistent when it arrived.
September started very dry up until the Autumn Equinox when the weather broke and began a record-breaking run of
exceptionally wet months.
SPORTS PITCHES:
BOWLS:

As mentioned in last year’s report we managed to carry out some deep aeration (verti-draining) on the green at
the end of the 2018 season which has had a dramatic effect on the playing surface. The green played well
throughout the 2019 season without the previous years’ problems with pooling of water on the surface and
very inconsistent moisture readings across the surface. Sowing of dwarf rye grass to the worn areas at the
edge of the green has also seen a vast improvement to the playing surface.
In light of the above we have managed to verti-drain the green twice more; once at the end of the 2019
season and during March 2020. Unfortunately, the current pandemic has curtailed other pre-season work and
at present we await further instructions from the authorities as to when, or if, the 2020 season can commence.

CRICKET:

Overall the 2019 cricket season was a successful one for both our resident home teams – Birstall Village and
Asian Sports. With most of the Spring and Summer being relatively dry there were very few fixtures lost to the
weather. The cricket season was finished before the torrential rains started at the Autumn equinox and both
squares recovered really well throughout the wet and mild winter. Unfortunately, due to the present
circumstances there seems little prospect of any play for some considerable time.

FOOTBALL:

In contrast to the cricket the football season for 2019-20 has been the worst one I have encountered in over 20
years. We managed to fulfil most of the fixtures in the early season despite above average rainfall in
September, October and November. December and January gave us some respite but record-breaking rain in
February washed out any chance of play for weeks and then the lockdown in March put paid to any further play
in the season. Let us hope that by September the situation will have improved sufficiently for football to start
again.

GALA:

As mentioned in the introduction the extremely dry weather broke a couple of weeks prior to the Gala and gave
us problems in setting up for the event. Thankfully the ground dried just enough for us to put on a full itinerary
and the event proved as popular as ever. Unsurprisingly in the circumstances there will not be a Gala in 2020
but we look forward to the event returning in 2021.

ALLINGTON DRIVE MEMORIAL GARDEN:
The biggest project that the Estates Team undertook this year was the creation of the Memorial Garden at Allington Drive to
commemorate the life lost and the many lives affected by the gas explosion that occurred on 11th December 2017.
The grass verge in question is owned by Leicestershire County Council and The Council had to submit our design to them for
planning permission which was granted with quite strict restrictions on the type of planting and the height of the plants used so
as not to impede the vision of motorists.
The irregular shape of the verge immediately ruled out any design that utilised
too many formal straight lines. I chose to situate the seating area, and the path
that leads to it, at the widest part of the verge and these are the only straight
lines in the
design.
We began constructing the hard landscaping in the
summer by excavating the original flat-top concrete
edgings and replacing them with new round-top
edgings. We then created the path and seating area
with flat-top edgings and paved with carbon black
limestone slabs.
It was working on the site in the Summer that we
realised what a sun-trap it is, getting full sun for
most of the day. This fact influenced which plants
we selected for the planting scheme. The rest of
the site was then rotavated and levelled and a membrane was laid.
The flower beds were formed using flexible metal edgings that could be joined together to create
organic shapes that mirrored the unusual shape of the verge. These were inserted and the areas
outside the beds were then filled with green granite chippings.

The first plantings were beech saplings to form a hedge at the rear of the
site and Viburnum and Privet to screen the green cabinet. The next job was
to cut out the membrane inside the flower beds and plant them up.
Over 600 bulbs were planted at the front of the beds and a mixture of
plants which were selected for maximum height, tolerance of full sun and
are pollinator friendly. The finishing touches were to install the two benches
to the seating area and to plant a Hibiscus for John Jasper in memory of his
wife Janet, the only fatality of the explosion.
WILDFLOWER AREAS:
Last year we increased our wildflower plots to include the Triangle
roundabout. It was sown in the Spring with a Rainbow Annuals mix
designed to give a long flowering period by including 14 different species
which flower at different times of the year. I think that the fact this site
receives full sun most of the day coupled with infrequent but heavy rainfall
provided almost perfect growing conditions and the display was very good
throughout but exceptional during early Summer.
We received so many positive responses to the planting that the Council
agreed to extend wildflower areas to include the two grassed areas at the
bottom of Greengate Lane this year. Due to the current lockdown we
haven’t had the opportunity to prepare the ground for any of the wildflower
areas so far.
HANGING BASKETS:
Unfortunately our regular supplier of plants for the hanging baskets
weren’t able to fulfil our needs last year and we had to source another
supplier; which is always a concern. Thankfully we need not have worried
as the quality was as good as before and we were very pleased with the
display they put on.
This is the second year that we have used peat-free compost in all our baskets and I can confirm that there is no discernible
difference in the quality of the plants produced.
WORCESTER AVENUE ALLOTMENTS:
Due to a number of break-ins at this site we decided to install palisade
fencing to the southern boundary of the allotments.
GREENGATE CEMETERY:
We have recently completed another Haven area for ash casket burials in
the Cemetery to meet the need.

Andy Garland
Estates Team Manager

Birstall Youth Café—Youth Workers Report—2019/2020
Birstall Parish Council employ six Youth Workers who are all DBS
checked and bring a wide and diverse range of skills to the Youth Café.
The Youth Café has also welcomed three Parish Councillors as
volunteers at the Youth Café, they are Councillors Kirsty Haywood,
Simon Oates and Keith Hampton, they have all brought some wonderful
and exciting ideas to the Youth Café.
Birstall Youth Café runs a drop-in sessions on Wednesday evenings from
4pm—8pm all year round (including the Christmas period and holidays.
The Youth Café caters for children aged 8—12 years old. Sessions cost
£1 which includes all activities, crafts and materials. Food is available
for an additional £1 and a sweet shop is available and costs up to 50p
per child all optional.
Birstall Youth Café is jam packed with sporty activities, creative arts and
craft projects, cultural event celebrations, cooking activities, trips and
adventure activities.

Art and craft activities:
At Birstall Youth Cafe we offer an array of arts and crafts activities. We always strive to up-cycle wherever possible.
Parents and carers generously donate useful materials/items to us at the BYC, which helps to inspire future projects.
Thank you to all the parents and carers for their continued support.
Photos: New Year’s Calendars, ‘Hoppy’ Valentine’s friendship cards, bookmarks, Valentines soaps, dinosaur egg
making and bottle/jar lid windchimes.

PCSO Mark Butler, who is a regular visitor to the BYC, who often delivers
informative talks on topics such as road safety and the age of criminal
responsibility. Thank you Mark for your support and dedication.
Cooking activities:
This year we have continued to explore some new and old favourite recipes such
as apple roses, forest fruit cake cones and pancakes. Cooking activities are open
to all young people to try and everyone who participates gets to take their creations home with them-that’s if they aren’t gobbled up first!

Special events and activities:
The Asian Sport Cricket Club returned to Birstall Youth Café to run some fantastic cricket
sessions. We would like to thank the Asian Sports Cricket Club team who always do a
wonderful job of motivating and encouraging the young people.
We also took a trip to The Leicester Outdoor Pursuits Centre,
where an incredibly brave group of young people launched
off a super high tower during a zip lining activity.
They did a tremendous job of following instructions and
supporting each other. Thank you to LOPC Deputy Manager
Chris Murnin and Parish Councillor, Keith Hampton for their
support in organising this event.
At Christmas we held our annual Christmas Dinner and party for the young people,
Crackers were pulled, carols belted out and cheesy jokes shared. We had also been
very busy creating Christmas themed crafts and edibles
This year marked 10 successful years for Birstall Youth Café and
in November 2019 we held an open day to celebrate. We were
delighted that so many members of the local community could
join us to celebrate.
We would like to thank the Councillors and the Council staff that
attended the open day, but also to the whole Council for
supporting and providing such a unique service for the young
people of Birstall.
Attendance for 2019 / 2020:
Attendance for the year was 973, this was cut short due to the lockdown of Coronavirus epidemic in early March
2020. Attendance of young people for the year was 1079, broken down as shown below:
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The Parish Council Team as at 31 March 2020
The Councillors:
Birstall Parish Council should have 20 Councillors in total when all posts are full. At the
end of the 2019/20 year, there are 16 Councillors leaving 4 vacancies. During the year
three Councillors stood down and four were co-opted onto the Parish Council. Vacancies
are regularly advertised with a view to filling the positions
Full Council meetings are held 11 times a year, on the second Monday of the month
(where able due to bank holidays) at 7:00pm in the Village Hall. Members of the press
and public are invited to attend. The Annual Parish Council meeting is held in May of each
year.
There are 4 sub-committees:


Management & Policy Committee



Planning Committee



Estates & Recreation Committee



Events Committee

The Staff Team:
The Council employs 18 members of staff.
Office Staff:


Clerk / Responsible Financial Officer / Proper Officer



Deputy Clerk



Administration Assistant

Estates Team:


Estates Team Manager



Enforcement Officer / Groundsman



4 x Groundsman



3 x Caretaker/Cleaners

Youth Team:


6 x Youth Workers

Parish Councillors representing Birstall by Ward
Goscote Ward: West of Loughborough Road between Station Road and Greengate Lane
Mr Carl Gunns
Mr Keith Hampton
Mr Umer Javaid

Email:
Email: cllr.keith.hampton@birstallpc.org.uk
Email: cllr.umer.javaid@birstallpc.org.uk

Mr Simon Oates
VACANCY

Email: cllr.simon.oates@birstallpc.org.uk

Greengate Ward: West of Loughborough Road north of Greengate Lane, including Hallam Fields
Mr Pete Barnsby

Email: cllr.pete.barnsby@birstallpc.org.uk

Mr Tony Fowler
Ms Kirsty Haywood
Mr Ed Marshall

Email: cllr.tony.fowler@birstallpc.org.uk
Email: cllr.kirsty.haywood@birstallpc.org.uk
Email: cllr.ed.marshall@birstallpc.org.uk

Mr Chris Morgan
VACANCY

Email: cllr.chris.morgan@birstallpc.org.uk

Netherhall Ward: East of Loughborough Road including Sibson Road (evens), Church Hill & Front Street
Mr Tony Abbey

Email: cllr.tony.abbey@birstallpc.org.uk

Mrs Ann Marshall
VACANCY

Email: cllr.ann.marshall@birstallpc.org.uk

Riverside Ward: Whiles Lane and the all roads on the east side of Wanlip Lane
Mr Jeff Cassidy
Mr Geoff Green
Mr Julian Howe

Email: cllr.jeff.cassidy@birstallpc.org.uk
Email: cllr.geoff.green@birstallpc.org.uk
Email:

Stonehill Ward: Between Loughborough Road & Wanlip Lane including the shops’ side of Sibson Road
Mrs Sheila Alcock

Email:

Mrs Lorraine Harrison
VACANCY

Email: cllr.lorraine.harrison@birstallpc.org.uk

How to contact your Parish Councillor?.......
Telephone: 0116 267 6191—your details will passed onto the appropriate Councillor who will contact you directly.
Email:

You can email Councillors direct using their designated Councillor email addresses above or you can
email the Clerk on admin@birstallpc.org.uk who will forward your message to the Councillor

Post:

Send your letter into the Parish Council offices, including your contact details. This will be forwarded
onto the addressee who will contact you directly or refer your concern to the Clerk.

UNAUDITED Income & Expenditure— year ending 31.3.20
Income and Expenditure Account (UNAUDITED)
31/03/19
£

31/03/20
£

INCOME
381,494

Precept

107,544

Fees Receivable

89,971

4,999

Gala & Civic Functions Income

10,620

1,152

Interest Received

1,245

8,658

Rents Receivable

6,962

11,969

Refundable Deposits

32,595

Other Income

548,410

TOTAL INCOME

420,182

18,100
526,125
1,073,206

EXPENDITURE
255,110
6,520
25,757

Staff Costs
Cemetery Expenditure
Gala and Civic Functions Expenditure

256,918
6,263
23,546

115,742

Other Expenditure

771,278

15,008

Refunded Deposits

17,686

57,037

Estates Expenditure

57,566

17,146

Youth Initiatives

18,172

40,456

Utilities

43,590

4,699
270

Capital Expenditure
Fees Refunded

537,745

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

315,336

Balance as at 01/04/19

548,410

Add Total Income

863,746
537,745
0.00
0
326,001

475
2,325
1,197,820
326,001
1,073,206
1,399,207

Deduct Total Expenditure
Stock Adjustment
Transfer to/ from reserves
Balance as at 31/03/20

1,197820
0.00
0
201,387

UNAUDITED Balance Sheet as at 31.3.20
Consolidated Balance Sheet (UNAUDITED)
31/03/19

31/03/20

£

£
Fixed assets
Operational

2,353,886
389,534
9,000
2,752,420

Land & Buildings
Vehicles, Plant, Furniture & Equipment
Community Assets

3,986,656
455,482
9,000

TOTAL FIXED ASSETS

4,451,138

Long Term assets
0
0

Investments
Long Term Debts

0
0

0

TOTAL LONG TERM ASSETS

0

Current assets
85,638
0
0
0
4,703
15,153
0
228,808
334,302
3,086,723

Investments
Loans Made
Investments
Stocks
VAT Recoverable
Debtors
Payment in Advance
Cash in Hand & at Bank

86,588
0
0
0
2,694
9,581
0
110,536

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS

209,399

TOTAL ASSETS

4,660,537

Current liabilities
0
0
0
8,300
0
8,300
3,078,422
0
0
0
3,078,422

Loans Received
Temporary Borrowing
VAT Payable
Creditors
Receipts in Advance

0
0
0
8,013
0

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES

8,013

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES
Long Term Borrowing
Deferred Liabilities
Deferred Credits

4,652,524
0
0
0

NET ASSETS

4,652,524

General Fund

201,388

Represented by
326,001
326,001

201,388

Charnwood Borough Councillors for Birstall as at 31 March 2020
Mr Iain Bentley (Conservative)
cllr.iain.bentley@charnwood.gov.uk
Mr Julian Howe (Conservative)
cllr.julian.howel@charnwood.gov.uk
Ms Shona Rattray (Conservative)
cllr.shona.rattray@charnwood.gov.uk
Mr Roy Rollings (Conservative)
cllr.roy.rollings@charnwood.gov.uk

Watermead Ward
Watermead Ward
Wanlip Ward
Wanlip Ward

Leicestershire County Councillor for Birstall as at 31 March 2020
Mr Iain Bentley (Conservative) iain.bentley@leics.gov.uk

Your Member of Parliament
Mr Edward Argar, MP
Westminster Office:

MP House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA—020 7219 8140

Constituency Office:

Suite 26, Unit 3, Q Estate, 1487 Melton Road, Queniborough, LE7 3FP

Email:

office@edwardargar.org.uk

Tel:

0116 269 3789

Birstall Parish Council - Local Authorities Responsibilities Matrix – Who Deals with What?
Birstall Parish Council is committed to assisting residents with local issues and the officers aim to help at all times. They are
able to deal immediately with any issues relating to the Parish Council’s land or property or any of the Parish Council’s services
or functions. Sometimes, however, the concern or complaint is not part of the Parish Council’s remit, and relates to a function
or responsibility of another authority, we can provide contact details for you to report directly to that authority or in certain
circumstances we may be able to report your concern's online.

Birstall Parish Council

Charnwood Borough Council

Leicestershire County Council

Tel: 0116 267 6191

Tel: 01509 263151

Tel: 0116 232 3232

Allotments—3 sites

Council Tax Collection

Bus passes for the over 60’s

Cemetery

Dog / Litter Bin Collections

Education & Schools

Consultee on local planning

Economic Development

Fire Service and community safety

Grants to help local organisations

Electoral Services

Heritage

5 x Play Areas & Play Equipment

Environmental Services (noise/pest control)

Highways, potholes, signs, gritting & bus shelters

Public clock

Help & Support for businesses

Libraries, recreation, arts, museums

Village Hall Hire

Housing Services

Lighting – Highways & footways

Day Centre hire

Issuing & collecting fines

On street parking permits

School Lane Pavilion hire

Licensing

Police

Robert Dickinson Building hire

Listed Building Control

Public rights of way, footpaths & bridleways

Hallam Fields Hall Hire

Planning Services

Social services

Hanging baskets

Recycling, food waste & waste collections

Trading Standards

3 x Car park areas

Restaurant & Takeaway Inspections

Traffic & Transport including road safety

Sports pitches on School Lane

Sport & Leisure

Waste recycling centres

Birstall Youth Café—8—12 year olds

Street Cleaning & dealing with fly tipping

Youth development & services

15 x Notice Boards

Tree Preservation

Street Wardens

1 x Wooden Bus Shelter on Wanlip Lane
Christmas decorations
3 x owned defibrillators
Dog Enforcement on Parish Council land
Allington Drive Memorial Garden (maint)

